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Canada joins others in calling for greater freedoms of expression and assembly in 
Belarus.  
 
We have noted consistent violations of these basic rights in the country, in spite of 
OSCE commitments to ensure the application of these values.  
 
In the past, peaceful marches, such as the “Europe March,” have resulted in pre-
emptive arrests of  some organisers and heavy-handed repression from state security 
forces.  
 
We note that a number of people are still imprisoned from previous peaceful 
demonstrations and call for their immediate release.  
 
Canada stresses the important role that OSCE could play in assisting democratic 
reform in Belarus and encourages the government to engage the OSCE Office in 
Minsk and ODIHR to the fullest extent.  
 
We further urge Belarusian officials to avoid repetition of this behaviour during an 
upcoming march on 4 November and allow the people of Belarus their fundamental 
freedoms. 
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