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Mr. Chairman, 
 
Like previous speakers we would also like to welcome the Deputy Prime Minister to the 
Permanent Council today and to thank him for sharing with us the Luxembourg EU 
Presidency’s  priorities vis-a-vis the OSCE, as well as his thoughts of a more general nature. 
 
Before addressing some of the elements of topical importance in his statement, my delegation, 
on this day joins the Deputy Prime Minister in remembering the countless innocent victims of 
the Shoah. The memories of all who perished in this unique, unprecedented and unparalleled 
tragedy of  the 20th century history will not be forgotten.   
 
Inspired by His Excellency’s comments on the development of the EU and the  enlargement 
process, allow me to first say a few words regarding Turkey’s accession process to the EU. 
That Turkey has met the Copenhagen criteria has now been unquestionably affirmed, first by 
the Commission’s progress report of 6 October 2004 and subsequently re-affirmed at the EU 
Summit on 17 December 2004. Even the most critical observers admit that the reform process 
in my country over the past few years is tantamount  both in its thrust and substance to a silent 
revolution.  And as William Seward once said “I know and all the world knows that 
revolutions never go backward”. Suffice it to say that Turkey will stay the course and will 
irreversibly build upon the present reforms to fulfill the immutable aspiration of its citizens to 
achieve full membership. 
 
As the Deputy Prime Minister has highlighted in his presentation, the EU is bursting its old 
shell which no longer suffices to house this evolving institution, both in light of the  new 
capacities it is developing and the outreach it aspires to, as well as in line with its justified 
vision to take on greater responsibility in global security and global governance. Turkish 
accession to the EU can only contribute to those goals, besides presenting many new and 
unprecedented opportunities for enhanced regional co-operation in the geography surrounding 
Turkey, to the benefit of  the EU and  the countries in the Middle East, Caucasus and Central 
Asia. This is equally significant for the OSCE in terms of  regional peace, stability and 
security.  
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In echoing many colleagues who have spoken before me, we also wish to voice our strong 
support to the objectives of the EU Luxembourg Presidency as outlined in His Excellency’s 
statement and will do our best to contribute towards the realization of those objectives by 
working closely with Ambassador Jacques Reuter and his able team. To this end, we do not 
see our status of candidate country as placing limitations on our capacity to make that 
contribution. We have studied in detail the Assessment Report on the EU’s role vis-a-vis the 
OSCE mentioned in your statement and believe that the said report constitutes a valid and 
concrete basis upon which to further enhance mutually supportive co-operation between the 
OSCE and the EU. Particularly, the operational priorities set therein contain the necessary 
guidance to contribute to ongoing work at the OSCE in tangible terms. What is most needed is 
for the EU to work more extensively through the OSCE to create the conditions for interface 
where needed.  
 
In the new security environment in Europe where delineation of the roles and responsibilities 
of  regional organizations are becoming ever more blurred, where, despite our  efforts to 
prevent duplication, the multi-dimensional and trans-national nature of risks and challenges to 
our security are taxing our capacity to address them in an orderly and linear fashion, close co-
operation, synergy and support become increasingly more important than an academic 
discussion on avoiding overlapping in areas of mutual competence.  
 
Nevertheless, it is often overlooked that the  OSCE today, still constitutes the only pan-
European forum for comprehensive and co-operative security dialogue encompassing all three 
dimensions. In this, the OSCE is unique and has no alternative. Therefore, the EU’s 
commitment to investing in a strong partnership between the EU and the OSCE, thereby 
sending to all partners a signal of engagement and involvement in OSCE issues could not 
have come at a more timely manner.                
 
In closing, I would like to mention one last issue of  importance to both the OSCE and the 
EU, which merits sharper focus, close and urgent attention by the Presidency. And that is the 
issue of  co-operation between the OSCE and the EU in promoting intercultural dialogue. 
Both organizations must utilize the tools available to them in addressing the issue within the 
Euro-Atlantic community, as well as in further reaching out to our partners in the 
neighbouring areas.  
 
We thank the Deputy Prime Minister for being with us.           
 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts false
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 2.40
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f3092884c308f305a3001753b50cf89e350cf5ea6308267004f4e9650306b62913048305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>







    /HEB (Use these settings to create PDF documents with minimum image resolution and no font embedding. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [72 72]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


