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The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the OSCE presents its compliments
to all Permanent Missions and Delegations of the OSCE participating States and to the
Conflict Prevention Centre of the OSCE, and has the honour to transmit herewith the reply of
the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Questionnaire on Anti-Personnel Landmines and Explosive
Remnants of War.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the OSCE avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to all Permanent Missions and Delegations of the OSCE participating
States and to the Conflict Prevention Centre of the OSCE the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Enclosure: as stated
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Permanent Missions and Delegations of the OSCE participating States
The Conflict Prevention Centre of the OSCE
Vienna




OSCE QUESTIONNAIRE ON ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES
Part |

1. Is your country a State Party to the 1996 Amended Protocol Il on Prohibitions
or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices annexed
to the 1980 Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW)

Azerbaijan is not a party to the 1996 Amended Protocol Il on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices annexed to the 1980
Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW).

If yes:

2. Please attach the most recent annual report submitted by your country in
accordance with Article 13 of the Amended Protocol or give the appropriate
electronic address for the report.

N/A
If no:

2. Is your country considering ratification/accession to the Amended Protocol II?

Azerbaijan acknowledges the humanitarian concerns caused by indiscriminate use of
mines, booby-traps and other devices and commends the efforts of the international
community to minimize the dangers posed by such weapons. As a country suffering from
mass contamination of its areas with explosive hazards, most notably with landmines and
cluster munition remnants, Azerbaijan strongly supports the humanitarian objectives of the
CCW and the Amended Protocol ll.

Armenia’s military aggression and belligerent occupation of the territories of
Azerbaijan for nearly three decades have been the primary reason preventing Azerbaijan to
become a party to the CCW and the Amended Protocol Il. Armenia planted mines in the
territories of Azerbaijan without military necessity, deliberately targeted civilians, failed to
mark and document properly minefields, refused to fulfil fully its obligations to disclose
information on the location of minefields after cessation of hostilities and in a timely manner.

Although the conflict came to an end with the signing of the trilateral statement on 10
Nc -2mber 2020, these illegal activities, including transferring of landmines, a significant
po..on of which constituted anti-personnel mines, into the territory of Azerbaijan and
committing various provocations using mines against civilians and military personnel
continued until the illegal Armenian armed forces were disarmed, withdrawn and Azerbaijan
restored its full sovereignty in September 2023.

Under international pressure, Armenia released some minefield records of mined
areas, practical utility of which remains low. International efforts to get more and accurate
















OSCE QUESTIONNAIRE ON EXPLOSIVE REMNANTS OF WAR

1. Has your country notified the Depositary of its consent to be bound by the 2003
CCW Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) once it enters into force? Is
your country considering doing so?

Azerbaijan is not a party to the CCW Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War.

2. If yes, at what stage is the process?

Azerbaijan acknowledges the humanitarian concerns caused by explosive remnants
of war and commends the efforts of the international community to minimize the dangers
posed by explosive munitions. As a country suffering from mass contamination of its areas
with explosive hazards, most notably with landmines and cluster munition remnants,
Azerbaijan strongly supports the humanitarian objectives of the CCW and Protocol V.

Armenia’s military aggression and belligerent occupation of the territories of
Azerbaijan have been the primary reason preventing Azerbaijan to become a party to the
CCW and Protocol V. Armenia’s armed forces used cluster munitions extensively and
indiscriminately against innocent civilians in the last 30 years. During the 44-day war
Armenia’s forces, using ballistic missiles, unguided artillery rockets, and large-calibre artillery
projectiles, indiscriminately shelled densely populated areas of Azerbaijan.

Although the conflict came to an end with the signing of the trilateral statement on 10
November 2020, these illegal activities, including transferring of landmines, a significant
portion of which constituted anti-personnel mines, into the territory of Azerbaijan and
committing various provocations using mines against civilians and military personnel
continued until the illegal Armenian armed forces were disarmed, withdrawn and Azerbaijan
restored its full sovereignty in September 2023.

Under international pressure, Armenia released some minefield records of mined
areas, practical utility of which remains low. International efforts to get more and accurate
minefield records did not yield positive results so far. The presented minefield records
constitute 1.25% of all the liberated areas.

Since August 2022, more than 2,700 mines were found and disposed in the Lachin
and Kalbajar districts, as well as Garabagh Economic Zone of Azerbaijan. These mines were
produced in Armenia in 2021, which indicates that they were laid in Azerbaijan's territory after
the signing of the trilateral statement. As a result of local anti-terrorist measures on
September 20, 2023 it was revealed that Armenia has also laid landmines and booby-traps
in the territory where the Russian peacekeeping contingent is temporarily deployed.

Along with causing human loss, explosive munitions and landmines planted by
Armenia create further obstacles for the return of displaced persons, seriously impede
comprehensive rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts and undermine the overall post-
conflict normalization process.









