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EU statement on Abduction and Illegal detention of 
Ukrainian citizens by the Russian Federation 

 

The European Union would like to draw the attention of the Permanent Council to 

yesterday’s statement by High Representative Federica Mogherini on the continued 

detention of Nadiya Savchenko:   

 

‘Today, a Moscow court rejected another appeal from Nadiya Savchenko against her 

illegal detention by the Russian Federation, introduced in reference to her immunity 

as a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. The 

Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe adopted a decision earlier today in 

Strasbourg by an overwhelming majority calling for her urgent release. 

 

Ms Savchenko has now been on hunger strike for 82 days. After such an extended 

period of time, she faces permanent damage to her health, or death. The Verkhovna 

Rada of Ukraine has called again for her urgent release to preserve her life. 

 

Once again, I add my voice to all of those calling on the Russian authorities to 

urgently release Ms Savchenko on humanitarian grounds. I also call for the release 

of Oleh Sentsov and all other illegally detained Ukrainian citizens.  This would be in 

keeping with the recently agreed "Package of measures for the implementation of the 

Minsk agreements" and the commitment to release all hostages and detained 

persons related to the conflict in Ukraine’. 

 
The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO*, 
ICELAND+ and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential 
Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA country NORWAY, member of the European 
Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE, the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, GEORGIA and SAN MARINO align 
themselves with this statement. 
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* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 

+ Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

 


