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Introduction

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to present to you my first reporthe Permanent Council.

Almost exactly twenty years ago, the OSCE partiongeStates created the Mandate of the
Representative on Freedom of the Media. It is tilg mtergovernmental media freedom
institution, and we can all be proud of its exiseand of the media freedom commitments
you agreed to defend through the Mandate | havadheur of fulfilling.

| am very aware of the legacy that | seek to ctoryard, following in the footsteps of my
predecessors: Freimut Duve, Miklés Haraszti andj®ijatovic.

Since the creation of this Office, many participgtBtates have strengthened their legal
framework to protect media freedom and seized dppiies offered by the digital media
landscape to increase access to information, avelajged a media environment rich in
diversity.

But at the same time, a heavy cloud hangs oveatimgsersary. In many ways, media
freedom is now under greater threat than at ang simce the establishment of the Office.

When you look at this first report to the Permar@otincil, you will note that since my
appointment, | have intervened on average neadg arday on issues taking place
throughout the OSCE region — a total of 109 intetims in 31 OSCE participating States.

It is clear from this report, that several areastheur attention but also that the number one
issue on my agendasafety of journalists. It is my first priority.

Most of the interventions on safety addressed tagid) yet crucial, conditions for free
media: the physical safety of journalists and tretgztion of their right to work freely.




The interventions include cases in which a joustalias severely threatened or physically
attacked, or cases of vandalism of property beluntgp media outlets, not to mention the
countless online threats against journalists whiabe become a daily reality.

In this context, | would mention the specific trasfdthreats against and harassment of female
journalists who face what is called a double-burd@ing attacked both as a journalist and as
a woman. The threats they receive are appallinty, inoquantity and for their explicit nature.
My Office will continue its project on Online Safyedf Female Journalists into 2018, in order
to bring much needed attention to this trend, sermus threat to plurality and freedom of
expression in the OSCE region and beyond.

There is no such thing as an insignificant threairst journalists.

Just a few days ago, the staff of Charlie Hebde sttirical magazine, received new death
threats. We know the price they have paid for fopeadf expression and we value their
courage to refuse to give in to fanaticism. Pratgctheir freedom and security in the face of
extremism and terrorism, is protecting our owntiije

In the very short period since | took this Offibete have been no fewer than four murders of
journalists: Kim Wall in Denmark, Orouba and Halarakat in Turkey, and Daphne

Caruana Galizia assassinated in Malta. They arediferent cases in different contexts, but
they all highlight the level of risk and the vulability of those who take on the task of
providing us with information.

The murder of Daphne Caruana Galizia on 16 Octblasibeen a shock in Malta and far
beyond. She was renowned for her investigatiormsaatruption and received countless
threats for her work. Last Friday, in Malta, | p&idbute to her memory and called for a full,
transparent and independent investigation intcaksassination.

Impunity is a crucial obstacle to journalists’ ggfand is a second crime against journalists.
Ensuring the safety of journalists requires rutsliiegvestigating each and every death,
making sure that impunity has no place in the O&&gfion. Indeed my very first public
statement was on the assassination of journalistlFeremet one year ago in Ukraine. His
killers have yet to be brought to justice.

Impunity also refers to allowing an atmosphere maol journalists are regularly insulted or
abused, putting their safety at greater risk.

My interventions on the protection of journaliskscaconcerned their physical freedom. |
intervened more than twice a week during these fioamths on cases of journalists being
imprisoned or detained for nothing more than ddiver work. Today, more than 170
journalists are currently in detention throughdig OSCE region, though concentrated in a
few countries. | will relentlessly call for theelease.

And this leads me to mgecond priority. One of the main challenges we face is to ensure
the protection of media freedom in the new securitgontext. Too often, restrictions to
media freedom and imprisonment of journalists aséified using security motives. Vague
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and baseless accusations of support for terronsmsed to arrest and prosecute journalists.
At a time when we need strong cohesion and consansaur societies to confront terrorism
we must ensure that our fundamental freedoms dreraded in this process. And we should
rely more on the comprehensive approach of secofitye OSCE where freedom of the
media is recognized as an integral part of our comsecurity. We addressed this issue in
depth during the most recent Supplementary HumameBsion Meeting organized by
ODIHR and the Chairmanship ofi"and 3' November, which reaffirmed that human rights,
freedom of the media and security have to go harind at the OSCE.

Free media and free expression are indispensdias ial the fight against extremism: no
society is strong if it has poor public debate et access to information and weak media.
Access to the full diversity of opinions and sogroé information contribute to a better
informed society, help to address tensions, shsmodight on solutions and provide a
framework of early warning when cohesion of sogidgmocratic values and fundamental
freedoms are at stake.

In a context of growing security concerns, it isagal to ensure that legislation countering
terrorism and hate speech, as well as internetatgn does not put freedom of expression at
risk. Restrictions have to be the exception, cledefined by law as strictly necessary and
proportionate, in conformity with international aations, and established through due
process, under judiciary control and with an appeathanism. We want to work with each
participating State on this issue as well as witkrmet intermediaries and social media
platforms.

This ties in tamy third priority which is to continue to engage governments and anedi
professionals in the important issues of disinfdram “fake news,” propaganda and hate
speech. This topic was high on the agenda at myimgseduring several country visits
including in Ukraine.

These trends affect trust and co-operation betwedrwithin nations, they endanger
security. They also undermine confidence evenemtlost professional and well-established
media. And | am particularly worried by disinfornmat when it is sponsored or propagated
through state-run media or with the support of goreents.

The consequences of disinformation and propagaredele@ar; however the risks posed by
restrictions on media are also important. | inteeaseveral times on the issue of
accreditation in several participating Stateschhed that in the Helsinki Final Act of 1975,
participating States committed themselves to engljtiurnalists to travel and work freely
throughout the OSCE region. My Office has been wgykard to develop clear guidelines
and recommendations for participating States.ahtye2018, | will publish a non-paper that
will provide options for policy mechanisms to adslrelisinformation and propaganda in line
with OSCE commitments and international standasdsfedia freedom and freedom of
expression.

My fourth priority is to promote media pluralism in the OSCE region through the
dissemination of best policy practices in the iasiagly digital media landscape. That was
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among the issues addressed at the recent CentsaM&slia Conference my Office
organized in Tashkent on the 18th and 19th of Gatohith the support of the government of
Uzbekistan.

This topic concerns all participating States. Tedbgy has brought about revolutionary
changes to the media and to the profession of @gism. Today the fierce competition for
advertising and readership has rendered socialanagi internet intermediaries as the clear
winners, resulting in unprecedented economic pressod cuts to the budgets and staff of
editorial offices and the decline of traditionaldiee

These technological and economic trends also eadcbncentration in the hands of only a
few companies which control access to informatioa editorial content for most citizens.
Protecting diversity through net neutrality is gjon@hallenge.

In this context, the role of public service mediaven more important to ensure balance,
quality and plurality in the media landscape. Rubérvice broadcasters must remain
financially sustainable and independent. Thesesates on which we have and will continue
to provide assistance and legal advice to particigestates.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Last July, you reaffirmed your strong support te lhandate, and | am honoured to monitor
and alert when necessary with respect to the comenits taken by participating States and
to support and assist them with expert advice gisl&ion and policies.

Our Office has provided several legal reviews i ltst four months at the request of the
authorities or on our own initiative regarding Egtion in Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Ukraine and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macéalon

We continue to facilitate dialogue between joustalfrom the Russian Federation and
Ukraine, on common needs of safety, protectionfeeetom.

We facilitate a dialogue in Cyprus, between joustalof both communities, who want to
work on quality journalism and on a shared respuwlityi for the future of the island.

| visited several states - Georgia, Armenia, Cypdrbekistan, Ukraine, and Malta - and |
thank the authorities and ambassadors for fad@ilgahese visits which are of great value for
our work.

We work closely with our civil society and interitatal partners and | met with the main
international media freedom NGOs in Brussels, togretvith UN media freedom rapporteur
David Kaye.

| am very proud of the work of the Office and mgitewho uphold my role as mandate-
holder, monitoring issues in all 57 participatingt®8s, and analysing the latest media
developments on a daily basis. | thank them foir terd work and dedication.




We stand ready to assist your governments withréispdo strengthen media freedom, to
improve safety of journalists, and to analyse degjislation. We welcome and encourage the
continuous dialogue with your delegations as egddot identifying your needs and
maintaining our cooperation.

| very much look forward to continue our discussioim benefit from your insights and to
take all your suggestions into account on how webster defend media freedom
throughout the OSCE region.

Thank you very much.

Issues raised with participating States

Armenia

On4-6 Octoberl paid an official visit to Armenia where | met WwiForeign Minister

Edward Nalbandian, Justice Minister Davit HarutyamyHuman Rights Defender
(Ombudsman) Arman Tatoyan, Head of the Police Hgadgrs Hovhannes Kocharyan, and
the executive management of the Public Service ®raster. The visit provided an excellent
opportunity to receive, first hand, information media freedom issues in Armenia and to
discuss areas where my Office can best providstasse in the future.

During the meetings | emphasized the need to ersstieeworking conditions for

journalists in Armenia and referred to cases ofroletion of the professional activities of
media workers in recent years, especially thosedit@urred at or during public events. | also
expressed my concern about the planned amendnoethis tountry’s Freedom of

Information Law, stressing that limiting citizerexisting right to access to information must
be avoided. | offered my Office’s assistance inradsing both of these important issues and
to provide expertise through the launch of a tragraourse for journalists and representatives
from law enforcement and media NGOs to increadesltader cooperation to improve

media freedom throughout the country.

| also met with journalists and representativesarf-governmental organizations to hear
their perspectives on the media freedom situandhe country and to discuss various issues,
including the work of public service media and fineliferation of propaganda.

Azerbaijan

On 14 June Fikret Faramazoglu, Editor of the Jamears website, was sentenced by a
district court in Baku for 7 years on charges dbetion (see Reports to Permanent Council
of 1 December 2016 and 9 March 2017).

On 20 July I noted reports that blogger Alexandgpghin, who was detained in Minsk in
December 2017 and then extradited to Azerbaijas,3gatenced to three years in prison by
the court in Baku on charges of illegal crossinp@fder (See Report to Permanent Council
of 9 March 2017).




Later, onll Septembey Lapshin was pardoned by President Ilham Aliyehiciv |
welcomed via my official Twitter account. Lapshiren left the country.

On 24 July | noted reports that Faig Amirov, FinahBDirector of the Azadliqg newspaper,
was sentenced to three years and three monthson@nd fined by the court in Baku on
charges of inciting religious hatred and tax evagi®ee Reports to Permanent Council of 1
December 2016 and 9 March 2017). Later, in Septemeirov’s prison sentence was
converted to a conditional sentence by the appeaid.

On 17 Augustl wrote to the authorities expressing concern abiwilaunch of a criminal
investigation against the independent news agencgrilon charges of tax evasion.
Reportedly, Turan was accused of failing to pag$aaxmounting to 37,000 manats (approx.
18,600 euros) from 2014-2016. During the coursthefinvestigation, representatives from
the Tax Ministry inspected Turan’s office and csaoéited its financial documents. The news
agency denied all allegations of wrong-doing amiheéd that the charges were
unsubstantiated. Turan also claimed that it hazhdly been subject to an official audit earlier
in 2017 during which time the Tax Ministry did rfotd any irregularities. | urged
authorities to carefully review the charges theyught against Turan and refrain from any
measure that could impede the work of the news@gehich contributes to media pluralism
in the country.

On 25 August following the arrest of Director of the news aggfuran, Mehman Aliyev,
and court-prescribed three month pre-trial detendio economic-related charges, | issued a
public statement calling for his immediate releasating that there was no need to keep a
journalist in detention during the course of arestigation, or to block the activities of the
news agency.

On 29 August | noted that the court in Baku haceeaed the pre-trial detention of Aziz
Orudjev, Head of internet TV chann&hnal 13,for an additional three months.

Orudjev was reportedly arrested and sentenced tag of administrative imprisonment for
disobeying police on 2 May Baku (see Informal Briefing of 20 May 2017). egton 1

June a district court ordered Orudjev’s arresfdor months on new charges of illegal
entrepreneurship and abuse of power. Accordingtmj®v’'s defence lawyer, the
prosecution has not submitted any evidence ofdtenglist’s guilt to the court.

On 11 September issued a public statement welcoming the reledddehman Aliyev. The
district court in Baku decided to release Aliyewdareportedly, placed him under police
supervision while under investigation. | also neted my hope that news agency Turan
would shortly be allowed to continue its work amshizibute to media pluralism in the
country.

On 2 Novemberl welcomed the decision by Azerbaijan’s authositie drop criminal
charges against Mehman Aliyev and the news ageamnl According to reports, the
charges were dropped by the Prosecutor Generdice@hat day. The decision also lifted a
travel ban imposed on Aliyev. | also reiterated iésdiness of my Office to engage in
addressing other media freedom issues in the gountr




Belarus

On 30 Augustl wrote to Minister of Foreign Affairs Vladimir Ma@i conveying my concern
regarding the situation of freelance journalistBé@larus who continue to face prosecution
for working with foreign media without state-appealvaccreditation. | noted that at least 30
administrative fines have been imposed on freelsnoe2017 alone, and on 24-25 August,
courts fined freelance journalists Stanislau Ivasith in Lida, and Ales Silich, Maryya
Artsybashava, Katsyaryna Andreyeva and Syarhey Ifauan Minsk. | called on authorities
to refrain from imposing unnecessary limitationstloa work of foreign journalists which
affect the free flow of information and violate t&&CE commitments on freedom of the
media. My Office stands ready to assist Belaruaadilitating a dialogue and coordinating
joint efforts with media organizations and the Goweent on this issue.

On 17 October | received an official reply notihgut foreign journalists are prohibited from
professional activities within the territory of Belis without accreditation.

Bulgaria

On 6 October Member of Parliament Anton Todorouigéns for European Development of
Bulgaria, GERB) and the Deputy Prime Minister, \fe&meonov, suggested that journalist
Viktor Nikolayev might lose his job following hisugstions during a show on NOVA TV.

On 13 Octoberl issued a public statement expressing concelgrdety Nikolayev’s case,
calling on authorities to protect the right of joalists to carry out their work without
political pressure.

Canada

On6 Octoberl issued a press statement welcoming Canada’sJoamalistic Source
Protection Act, known as Bill S-231, which was maen Wednesday 4 October. The new
“press shield” law protects the right of a joursato refuse to disclose information that
identifies or is likely to uncover their source whas requested to remain anonymous.

Croatia

On 19 Septemberin a letter to Deputy Prime Minister and Ministér-oreign and
European Affairs Marija P&novi¢ Buri¢, | raised a number of issues that took place in
Croatia in recent months:

— On 2 August unknown persons broke into the apartroérnvestigative journalist
Domagoj Margeti in Zagreb.

— On 23 August Croatian Radiotelevision and SBplusgbgournalists Visnja Ruzoi¢
and Aleksandra Primorac were victims of a physacal verbal attack by an unknown
person in Slavonski Brod.

— On 16 September Nova TV journalist Ema Branica,eranoperator Alan Novak and
his assistant Goran Jaganjac were physically athckVeliki PaSijan.

- Zeljko Peratow, a well-known investigative journalist, receivezeral threats on
social media related to his work on sensitive tepic




On 11 October,in a statement from my official Twitter accounjoined the Croatian
Association of Journalists (HND) in condemning fingsical attack against journalist Drago
Milju$ in Split. | also called on the authoritiesd¢onduct a swift investigation.

On 13 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtyelcomed the positive
step taken by Croatian authorities to take actgairest police officers accused of assaulting
journalists.

On 30 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accountondemned the death
threat sent to journalist Maja Sever and calledstaift investigation. | noted that online
harassment and threats must be taken seriously.

On 1 November | received a reply from the DepuiynBrMinister and Minister of Foreign
and European Affairs Marija R#épovi¢ Buri¢ regarding the cases | raised in my letter of 19
September:

— Regarding the case of the attack on the TV joushalie Court has ordered a month
of detention for the primary perpetrator.

— Regarding the verbal attack on Croatian Radiotsiemiand SBplus portal journalists,
one person has been charged with a petty offense.

— Regarding the case of the breaking into the apatwfgournalist Domagoj
Margetk, it is currently being processed by the policeadidition, regarding the
criminal offense of the threat levied against jalist Margeté, the Municipal State
Attorney’s Office in Zagreb is collecting evidence.

- Regarding the verbal attacks against journalisk@dPeratov, the police report and
other available information has been sent to thaidpal State Attorney’s Office for
further proceedings.

Cyprus

On 10 Octoberl paid an official visit to Cyprus where | launchan exchange project for
young journalists from the Greek Cypriot and Tunk@ypriot communities as part of my
Office’s "Cyprus Dialogue” project, initiated in Wzh this year.

At a meeting with the 14 young journalists who wifirticipate in the week-long exchange, |
expressed trust that this experience would all@mtio increase understanding among
readers and viewers from both communities aboaittittheir respective communities, and
widen their professional network.

| also met with the heads of Journalist Unions tbads of Press Councils, as well as
journalists, bloggers and other representativesvifsociety to discuss current issues
affecting media freedom, freedom of expressionguality journalism. Together, we have
launched the development of a glossary of sensitivels used by the media, and
recommendations for possible alternatives. A dvhthe glossary will be presented early
next year.

(see “Cyprus Dialogue” under Projects and Actigltie




During the visit | also met with the Presidentloé House of Representatives Demetris
Syllouris, State Secretary of the Ministry of FgreiAffairs Alexandros Zenon, and Deputy
Government Spokesperson Victor Papadopoulos, tusksmedia freedom developments in
the country. | welcomed the support offered byahthorities to my Office throughout the
course of this project and offered the full assistaof my Office to civil society including
the journalist community and country authoritieshair efforts to strengthen quality
journalism on the island. | trust that the “CypRislogue” will continue to play an
imperative role in these efforts.

Denmark

On 25 Augustl issued a public statement on the death of thed&h freelance journalist
Kim Wall who was killed on assignment. | welcombe swift investigation by Danish
authorities and said that her death is a tragicrréen of the threats that journalists face
today. | also noted that female journalists arei@aearly vulnerable to attack and violence.

Estonia

On 30 Augustl wrote a letter to Foreign Minister Sven Miksegarding denial of
accreditation for three requests for journalistsdeer the informal meeting of the EU
ministers of Foreign Affairs (Gymnich), on 7-8 Seqiber in Tallinn. Reportedly, the
Estonian Presidency of the Council of the Eurogdaion denied accreditation for one
Brussels-based correspondent and two Moscow-basesspondents from the State-owned
Rossiya Segodnya. | recalled OSCE commitments degaaccreditation of journalists.

France

On 23 October,in a letter to the French authorities, | requesigditional information and
clarification following reports that a correspontehthe Russian news channel Sputnik had
been denied access to a press conference by thiddireof France and the Prime Minister of
Irag. | highlighted the responsibility of participgy States to facilitate the work of journalists
from other participating States and free flow dbmmation.

On 6 November | received a reply from the authesiinforming me that foreign journalists
who hold a correspondents’ card issued by the Mingf Foreign Affairs and French
journalists who have a press card do not have attomccess to all press conferences.

The press conferences organized by the Presidené &tepublic and Ministry of Foreign
Affairs are open to journalists upon invitation @hdt a number of foreign, including
Russian journalists are regularly invited.

Georgia

On 3-4 October| paid an official visit to Georgia where | mettlviForeign Minister Mikheil
Janelidze, First Deputy Chairperson of the Parli@@amar Chugoshvili, the Public
Defender (Ombudsman) Ucha Nanuashvili and repraseas of media and civil society
organizations.

During the course of discussions, | welcomed ameamdsito the Constitution, recently
adopted by the Parliament, which will grant citigehe right to access and freely use the




internet. The amendments also enhance the rigitdess information and the independence
of the public service broadcaster.

| discussed ongoing efforts to reform the Publiod&fcaster, including the change of
programmes, and to amend the existing legislatiemphasized that these reforms must be
carried out in a transparent and inclusive marswags not to jeopardize the independence or
accountability of the public broadcaster.

| noted the ongoing process regarding the owneistilpe private television channel

Rustavi 2 in the European Court of Human Rightsraitdrated the need for the channel to
enjoy editorial independence to be able to fulfilprofessional activities in the interest of the
Georgian public.

| also discussed the comments, commissioned by fiigeQon the initiative of the Prime
Minister of Georgia to establish an Office of thedia Ombudsman and expressed readiness
to continue consultations with the authorities loa issue.

| also emphasized the need to ensure the safgbyofalists and raised, in particular, the
case of Afgan Mukhtarli, an independent journdhsin Azerbaijan, who was abducted in
Thilisi in May 2017 and has since been held in did@ in Azerbaijan. | urged authorities to
quickly finalize investigation in a transparent man | also met with the journalist’s wife,
Leyla Mustafayeva, in Thilisi.

Germany
On4 Octoberl issued a public statement on the Law on Bettev Eaforcement in Social
Networks (NEA), highlighting the potential chillirgffect the law might have on freedom of
expression. | also commended the innovative com@déiaystem introduced in the law.

Hungary

On 6 September the Association of Hungarian JoistsgMUOSZ) released a statement
claiming that 888.hu had published a list of 12jalists said to be foreign agents.

On 8 September in a statement from my official Twitter accouhhoted that such a list
threatens the safety of journalists, and expressedupport for the statement released by
MUOSZ.

Ireland
On 2 October | sent a letter to the Irish Prime Minister Leor&@kar and issued a press
statement welcoming the decision of the Irish goment to initiate a constitutional
referendum to abolish blasphemy.

Italy
On5 September,n a statement from my official Twitter accounjoined journalists

Associations in Italy in condemnation of an acvahdalism against the newspaper
Settegiorni in Rho.
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Kazakhstan

On7 September,n a public statement, | welcomed the releasehainbolat Mamay, acting
Chief Editor of the newspaper Sayasi Kalam Tribuma,voiced concern about the
imposition of a ban from journalism placed on MamiBlye former Representative previously
addressed Mamay'’s arrest with the authorities Regular Report to the Permanent Council
of 9 March 2017).

On 22 September wrote to the authoritiet present a legal review of the draft law On
Amendments and Addenda to Some Legal Acts of thiriBle of Kazakhstan on Issues of
Information and Communications.

(See legal reviews)

Kyrgyzstan

On 22 Augustl received a reply from the Ministry of Foreign Aiffs to a letter sent in
January 2017 by the Representative on Freedonedflddia. The Ministry provided the
updated list of Kyrgyz journalists who were Killadhile performing their professional
activities since 1992 as well as updated infornmatin the investigation of criminal cases.

On the same day | received a non-paper compiletidguthorities regarding journalist
Ulugbek Babakulov. The non-paper provided informain the criminal investigation
launched against the journalist based, accorditigemon-paper, on his article published on
the Fergana.ru portal in May.

On28 Augustl wrote to the authorities expressing concern abwiclosure of the
independent television channel “September” in Kggggin on charges of allegedly
broadcasting extremist content.

Onthe same day, | wrote to the authorities to preksgal commentary on the law “On
Guarantees of Activities of the President of thed¢y Republic”.

(See legal reviews)

On 22 Septembern wrote to Foreign Minister Erlan Abdyldaev exsieg my concern about
the indictment of the Kyrgyz journalist Zulpakam@aov. On 12 September the journalist
was sentenced to four years in a penal colonydbtigation of his book “Kydyr Sanjirasy”.

| also expressed concern about a law suit filed pyospective presidential candidate,
Sooronbai Jeenbekov, against the online public&ibkg and journalist Kabay Karabekov.
The law suit seeks damages in the amount of fivkomiSoms (approx. 61,166 EUR) from
the publication and journalist respectively.

On 13 October I received a reply from the MinistfyForeign Affairs to my letter of 22
September 2017. The Ministry replied that on 3pt&maber the Bishkek city court judicial
board changed the penalty of the sentence agaifsalar Sapanov to two years on parole
and released him.

On 17 Octoberl issued a public statement condemning an assayttusnalists in Osh,
Kyrgyzstan at a polling station during the presia#relection. On 15 October a camera
operator from the NTS TV station in Osh, Mirbekikéev, was physically assaulted by
unidentified persons who also took away his magblilene. Two journalists from AKI Press
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also had their equipment confiscated, but manageecbver it. Additionally, Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty correspondent Sanjar Eralied @ colleague, Ydyrys Isakov, were
verbally abused and threatened upon arrival athangirecinct.

On 17 Octoberl wrote to the authorities to present legal comragnon the law on certain
provisions Constitutional Law of the Kyrgyz RepublOn the Elections of the President of
the Kyrgyz Republic and Parliamentarians to theodagKenesh of the Kyrgyz Republic”.

(See legal reviews)

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

On 12 Octoberl wrote to Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikola Dimidv and Minister of
Information Society and Administration Damjan Mavsla presenting a legal review of the
draft law amending the Law on Audio and Audio-visM&dia Services.

(See legal reviews)

Malta

On 16 Octoberl made a public statement expressing immense shvmkthe death of
journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia, who was wellviimdor her investigative reporting on
corruption cases, and urged the Maltese authotdiessure that the investigation was swift
and transparent. She died on 16 October, right ké@ing her home, when her rented
vehicle exploded.

| noted that the journalist filed a police repavbtweeks earlier, saying that she was being
threatened. | reiterated my Office’s statemenEebruary, calling on Malta to protect critical
journalists from threats and intimidation.

| noted that the authorities, including Prime MiaisJoseph Muscat, immediately and
publicly condemned the attack. | spoke with thererMinister and indicated that | would
follow the investigation closely, in coordinationtiwthe authorities.

On 3 Novemberl travelled to Malta to attend the funeral of DapiCaruana Galizia. | also
met with Prime Minister Joseph Muscat and otheregoment representatives. | issued a
public statement that such a barbaric act mustamain unpunished and urged the
authorities to use all available means to initafell, transparent and independent
investigation into the killing of the journalist.

Moldova

On 28 Septemberl wrote to authorities expressing concern abouhiers of the
Russian media being denied entry into Moldova.

On 27 September Daria Aslamova, a KomsomolskayadBrdaily correspondent, was
denied entry at the Chisinau airport. Earlier, ddeptember, entry was denied to the Editor
of Argumenty i fakty weekly Igor Chernyak.
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| called on authorities to reconsider the use sfrigtive and selective measures in relation to
media outlets affected by the entry ban and allbyoarnalists to pursue their professional
activities.

On 2 October I received a reply from the authasitrdorming me that some representatives
of the Russian mass media attempt to enter Moldovausiness purposes without the
necessary accreditation, as prescribed by the mgrgebetween Moldova and the Russian
Federation. As for Aslamova’s case, the authorgeid she was denied entry based on failure
to provide information proving the nature of hesivas a tourist.

Montenegro

On 12 September issued a public statement condemning a deaffatlagainst Vladimir
OtasSew, a journalist with the Montenegrin newspaper CR@portedly, on 11 September, in
a telephone call, the journalists received a déatat alluding to the killing of the Dan
newspaper editor Dusko Jovan®in 2004. | urged the Montenegrin authorities taftbyv
investigate the incident.

On 2 October Minister of Foreign Affairs@m Darmanowi replied to my letter, informing
me that the Montenegrin authorities — State Pras€swOffice and other institutions reacted
immediately and took all necessary steps to clauifg conduct a detailed investigation into
the case from all perspectives, in order to avai@ossible dilemmas on the subject.

On 2 October,in my reply, | thanked to the Minister of Foreigfff#irs Sidan Darmano\i
for information on the case.

On 24 Octoberl met with Minister of Foreign Affairs of MontenegSidan Darmano
during the OSCE Mediterranean Conference in Palenma number of issues including
media self-regulation, the public broadcastingeystsafety of journalists, and cooperation
with the Office of the RFoM.

Poland

On 3 August | sent a letter to the Polish Minister of Foreidifairs, Witold Jan
Waszczykowski, and issued a press statement expgesy concern regarding the decision
by the Ministry of Defence to file a complaint agsti journalist Tomasz #ek. | indicated
that restraint must be shown in reacting to repamts publications with prosecutions in order
to protect freedom of the media.

On 29 August 2017 | received a response from P&davithister of Foreign Affairs, Witold
Jan Waszczykowski, indicating that the “Polish |anwovides for the enhanced protection of
public officials, including the protection of thelignity, whenever they exercise their official
duties” and the “Polish legislator obliged jours#dito proceed with utmost care and honesty
when collecting and utilising press materials, bbtdy ensuring that the acquired
information is based on facts”. It further statkdttin the view of Antoni Macierewicz, the
Minister of National Defence, by publishing his kp@omasz Piatek may have discredited
the Ministry of National Defence, which was thes@a for his notification to the National
Prosecutor’s Office of “a suspected offence”.

From10-14 Septembet attended the OSCE Human Dimension Implementad#leating in
Warsawand had a number of bilateral meetings with sevardia NGOs, the Polish
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Ombudsman Adam Bodnar, Polish journalist TomasieRjand visited the offices of the
media outlet Gazeta Wyborcza.

Romania

On 23 Octoberl wrote to the Minister of Foreign Affairs Teoddlelescanu and issued a
public statement conveying my concern regardingcamt amendment to the Law on the
Organisation and Functioning of the AGERPRES Natiddews Agency that would weaken
the independence of the Agency and its Directorgearby making it possible to dismiss the
Director-General during the course of his or hendae if Parliament rejects an
AGERPRES’ annual report.

On 8 November | received an official reply from #Menister of Foreign Affairs noting that
the proposed amendment does not envisage any chasgdute of AGERPRES or its
Director —General, but rather aims to ensure Isgaimetry between the Parliamentary
procedures of nomination and dismissal of the DireGeneral on professional grounds.

Russian Federation

On 8 June a district court in Kaliningrad sentenoad of the two attackers in the case of
journalist Igor Rudnikov, the Editor and Foundertloé Noviye Kolyosa newspaper, to 1.5
years in a penal colony-settlement. The journalsts attacked and hospitalized with
multiple stab wounds on 17 March 2016 (see Repwmrthe Permanent Council of 1

December 2016).

On 2 Augustl wrote to authorities raising the case of Uzbeakalist Khudoberdi Nurmatov
(also known as Ali Feruz), a contributing journatis Novaya Gazeta.

Nurmatov, who is in the process of seeking asylarthe Russian Federation, was detained
in Moscow on 1 August based on the administrativerge of violating residence regime. |
asked the authorities to carefully consider thisecallow the journalist to remain in the
Russian Federation until a final decision has btsen on his asylum status and all
possibilities in accordance with the law have berhausted and to not, in any case, deport
the journalist to Uzbekistan. The district coutery later that day, to imprison and deport the
journalist to Uzbekistan.

On 18 October I received an official reply thawyem the intervention by the European Court
of Human Rights’, the deportation has been suspkrdermatov remains in detention in the
Russian Federation.

On 10 August in a statement from my official Twitter accouhgxpressed dismay regarding

the controversial court decision sentencing Alexan8okolov, an investigative journalist

with the RBC media group, to 3.5 years in a pewédrry. | noted various reports alleging

that the journalist could be the subject of perSenwecause of his reporting, which includes
matters related to corruption (See Report to Peemia@ouncil of 1 December 2016).

On 30 Augustl replied to a letter from authorities on 28 Augustwhich they expressed
concern regarding the refusal by the Estonian &eesly of the Council of the European
Union to grant accreditation to “Rossiya Segodrjgatnalists.
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On 21 Septemberl wrote to the authorities raising several incigenvolving journalists and
requesting information on actions taken by the autiles, including judicial authorities,
regarding the situation and safety of the mediskessrin the following cases:

| expressed concern about the case of Alexandend&aiv, a journalist and presenter
from the online channel NGO-TV. Batmanov has beerpre-trial detention since

June 24 of this year on charges of stealing food grocery store in Volgograd. He
has been placed under arrest despite having twkebra@ankles. | noted reports
indicating that the reason for Batmanov’s arress Wi work as a journalist, as he
covered human rights and corruption issues invghtotal authorities. | urged the

authorities to thoroughly investigate the chargesight against Batmanov to exclude
interference into his professional activity as arjalist and grant him all necessary
medical assistance and legal procedural privileges.

On 28 July the car belonging to Victor Shaternikawhlogger and contributor to the
YouTube channel “So-Vesti” was set on fire withMdlotov Cocktail” by unknown
perpetrators in Novotroitskaya village in the Stgol region.

On 24 August Denis Korotkov, a reporter for Fontnk news website, was

subjected to online threats after publishing arclerton the alleged engagement of
Russian citizens in military operations in SyrieTnews website was also subject to
a Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attack a feaurs after the threats were
made.

On 29 August Alexey Ivanov, a journalist from Pgrigianal, was beaten by unknown
assailants while on duty in Yekaterinburg. The jalist was hospitalized with a
broken nose and concussion.

On 3 September the car of Yulia Latynina, jouriadiad contributor to Novaya

Gazeta newspaper and Echo Moskvy radio stationsefagn fire next to her house in
the Moscow suburbs, by unknown people. The incif@iaws an attack on 19 July

2017 when Latynina’s house was covered with ligcigmicals, and, as a result,
several people including her parents and neighbacsto seek medical assistance.
Earlier, on 20 August 2016, Latynina was attacke®oscow and doused with fecal

matter by an unidentified assailant (See RepoReonanent Council of 1 December
2016). | urged the authorities to investigate thml previous disturbing incidents
involving Latynina to ensure the journalist's sgfeReportedly, the journalist has

decided to leave Russia as she is concerned farkeher relatives’ safety.

On 17 October I noted that the court in Volgogragind Batmanov guilty and handed down a
prison sentence of two years and one month.

On 18 October | received an official reply regagditne cases raised in my letter of 21
September:

In the case of Yulia Latynina, a criminal investiga has been launched with regards
to the car fire carrying charges of “deliberatetdegion of property”. There has been
no investigation into the spreading of liquid cheats after it was determined that no
crime had taken place. The police registered tteclkaton the journalist in Moscow
when she was doused with excrement.
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— | was informed that a criminal investigation hagméaunched carrying charges of
“deliberate destruction of property” in the case/aftor Shaternikov.

— A criminal investigation was also launched in trese of Alexey Ivanov carrying
charges of “intentional infliction of slight damage health with motives of
hooliganism”.

— Finally, in the case of Denis Korotkov, it was detaed that no crime took place.

On 28 Septemberl replied to a letter from authorities on 27 Sember in which they
expressed concern regarding a denial of entry tédd®@ for journalist Daria Aslamova,
correspondent with the Komsomolskaya Pravda nevespap

On 29 Septemberl issued a public statement condemning the firdbloghof the Moscow
offices of and threats against the Russian newssitgehenta.ru. According to reports, two
unidentified people entered the business centrehihases the editorial offices, vandalised
the premises and threw a Molotov cocktail througlwiadow. The fire was quickly
extinguished.

On 7 October | issued a public statement on the occasion ot fffeanniversary of the death

of Novaya Gazeta journalist Anna Politkovskaya amadled on the authorities to end
impunity for crimes committed against journalisBolitkovskaya was shot and killed in

Moscow on 7 October 2006 in the building where khed. In June 2014 sentences were
handed down to five individuals for the murder, leoer, the investigation was unable to
name the masterminds of the crime.

On 23 October| issued a public statement condemning an attacKaiyana Felgenhauer,
Deputy Editor and presenter at Echo Moskvy radaicat. According to reports, Felgenhauer
was stabbed in the neck at the Ekho Moskvy studigentral Moscow and taken to the
hospital in critical condition. A criminal case hesportedly been launched on charges of
attempted murder.

On 27 October, in a letter from the authoritiegjals informed that the investigation into the
attack on Echo Moskvy radio station is under thetwd of law enforcement and the media
community.

On1 November in a letter to the authorities, | confirmed rextenf their official reply of 27
October.

On 3 November| wrote to the authorities and issued a publitest@nt expressing concern
about the detention and physical condition of jalist Igor Rudnikov in Kaliningrad.
According to reports, on 1 November, Rudnikov, tditor and founder of the Noviye
Kolyosa newspaper, was forcefully detained by regméatives of the Russian Federal
Security Service on charges of extortion in Kalgrad. Additionally, the editorial office of
the newspaper was searched. Some reports allegeRuknikov hospitalized with a broken
arm and cerebral trauma. | noted that the RussiaiorJof Journalists expressed serious
concern about the case. | called upon the autbsriid release the journalist during the
investigation. In March 2016 the journalist wasaelked and received multiple stab wounds
(see Regular Report to the Permanent Council oédebhber 2016).
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Serbia

On 20 Septemberin a statement from my official Twitter accountondemned the labeling
of Sefan Da}inovi¢, editor of “KRIK” as a foreign agent by a politiqaarty as an
unacceptable threat to his safety.

On 22 Septemben wrote to the First Deputy Prime Minister and Mier of Foreign Affairs
lvica D&i¢ to express my concern regarding the following raedlated incidents in Serbia:

— On 31 May Lidija Valtner, journalist from the dailipanas”, and her colleagues from
the production company Insider, portals Vi@id Espressand Radio Belgradeere
verbally and physically attacked while covering th@&uguration ceremony of the new
President of the Republic of Serbia.

— On 23 June Marija ¢, journalist and Deputy Editor of Cenzolovka reeeiva
death threat on social media.

— On 7 July unknown persons broke into the apartroéliragana P&, investigative
journalist from the Network for Investigating Crimend Corruption (KRIK) in
Belgrade.

- | welcomed the fact that, on 23 August, a criminamplaint was filed against a
person responsible for online threats against Ne8gydinové, President of the
Independent Journalists’ Association of Vojvodina.

— On 8 September journalists from the internet pditilglocistat”, a local portal from
Subotica, received a series of death threats.

— On 16 September, during protests in front of the PMk premises, journalists
Gordana Uzelac and Mara Dragowere physically attacked. | welcomed the quick
reaction by the police who have already detained perpetrator and public
condemnation by the President Aleksandat¢i¥and the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Internal Affairs NebojSa Stafanévi

— On the same day, in front of the Radio Televisibrserbia (RTS), a journalist and
camera operator were also subjected to physicakclkatt | requested additional
information about the status of the investigatiorthus case.

— On 18 September, on an official website of onehef political parties that is part of
the governing coalition, Stevan [Bojovi¢, Chief Editor of the Network for
Investigating Crime and Corruption (KRIK) is pogeal as a foreign mercenary who
works against the interest of the state.

— | also expressed my concern about the hunger stwkéch VukaSin Obrado¥j
founder of the weekly “Vranjske novine” and formeresident of the Independent
Journalists’ Association of Serbia began on 19 &aper.

Spain

On 28 September wrote a letter to the authorities regarding éinéering of newsrooms and
random checking of the identities of journalistspmjice forces as a result of a judicial ruling
prohibiting advertisement of the referendum. | mied the authorities that this could be seen
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as intimidation and excessive use of force andditigem to refrain from such action against
the media in the future.

On 29 Septemberin a statement from my official Twitter accouhtyelcomed the decision
taken by Spain not to extradite Swedish-Turkishipalist Hamza Yalgin to Turkey.

On 13 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtyelcomed Spain’s
decision not to extradite [@an Akhanli, a German journalist of Turkish origin.

Both journalists have been critical of the currgowernment in Turkey and had been
detained by Spanish law enforcement authoritideviahg an Interpol 'red notice' alert
request by Turkey. | also sent a letter to Interpgharding the ‘red notice’ alert requests.

(See International Organizations under Issuesdaisth participating States)
Turkey

On 24 July, in a public statement, | emphasized that the stahe trial against journalists
and board members of the daily newspaper Cumhurigétighted the urgent need to protect
journalism and improve media freedom in Turkeyoted that | would closely follow the
proceedings that started that day in Istanbul agdin prominent journalists, editors and
board members of the newspaper, including Can Duik@alri Gursel, Murat Sabuncu and
AhmetSik.

| called on Turkey to drop the charges, releaspathalists imprisoned for their work, and
initiate policy reforms to protect media freedonthe country.

| expressed my intention to engage with the autilesrin thorough policy and legal reforms
to protect free expression and media freedom, &eded my Office’s assistance in this
process.

On 29 July, following the interim court decision in the Cunmiyet trial the previous day, |
publicly reiterated my call to the Turkish authstto drop charges and release all
journalists in prison in the country. On 28 Juhg Istanbul 27th Heavy Criminal Court ruled
that Onder Celik, Turhan Glinay, Mustafa Kemal Giingiakan Kara, Musa Kart, Guray Oz
and Bulent Utku be released under judicial supamipending trial, while Akin Atalay,
Ahmet Kemal Ayd@du, Kadri Guirsel, Murat Sabuncu and Ahrfigt were returned to jail.
The court also decided that additional criminalrglea would be brought against Ahnyet

for his defense statement.

On 2 August, in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtalled for the immediate
release of French journalist Loup Bureau, who wessged in Turkey. | stressed that
journalists must be free to do their job.

On4 August| wrote to Foreign Minister Mevlit Cayoglu expressing concern over a
number of cases in Turkey:

— Regarding the arrest of French journalist Loup Burd urged that the journalist be
released without delay and all charges againstdnopped. On 26 July, Bureau was
detained in Turkey at the Habur Border Gate neaSilopi district ofSirnak. On 2
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August, he was formally arrested and taken to tieop ofSirnak. According to
media reports the evidence used against him wd ar2port for the media outlet
TV5Monde, on Kurdish militias in Syria. In the lettl emphasized that reporting on
issues of public interest, including sensitive esstelated to terrorism and conflict, is
a core component of the work of journalists.

— | highlighted the case of German-Turkish journalghiz Ycel, raising my concern
with regards to his arrest, the severity of therglhg against him, and his placement in
solitary confinement for more than 170 days.

— | recalled that the trial of German journalist §dke Tolu, arrested on 30 April, would
take place on 11 October, noting that she stantssad of membership in a terrorist
organization and propaganda for terrorism, andsfageto 15 years in prison if
convicted. | noted that since her husband is at&teuarrest, her two year old child is
staying with the parents who facilitate visits tttbprisons.

On 10 August,in a public statement and statement from my afi€witter account, |
expressed deep concern regarding the issuanceest ararrants for 35 journalists from
various news outlets in Istanbul, on charges oirftp@a member of a terrorist organization”.
Nine of the journalists were detained, while 26 evgubjected to home searches and criminal
investigations.

On 18 August in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtyelcomed the release of
two journalists, Cihan Acar and Biunyamin Koseligd amged that all imprisoned journalists
be released, including social media commentatdlaAliss and freelance journalist Murat
Aksoy.

On 24 August in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtaised the case of Male
Tolu, a German journalist and mother who now rakssyoung child in prison, and urged
for her release.

On 30 August in a statement from my official Twitter accouhhighlighted the case of
Turkish author Asli Erdgan who was not allowed to travel to Germany dug ti@vel ban
imposed on her. | emphasized that journalists shbelable to move freely to carry out their
work. She was later given authorization to traveGermany.

On5 September,n a statement from my official Twitter accountdted that | followed
media reports about Evrensen Daily journalist Ke@zér, who was detained that day, his
home having been searched and his equipment seized.

On 12 September issued a joint public statement with David Kayaited Nations Special
Rapporteur on the right to freedom of opinion arpression, emphasizing the urgent need to
restore media freedom and freedom of expressidiuikey. Our call followed the court
decision the previous night, denying the releasenpfisoned Cumhuriyet journalists and
executives.

We urged Turkey to drop charges against the Cumpdituournalists and executives.

On 15 September publicly welcomed the court decision to releaseip Bureau from
prison in Turkey, noting that the next step shdagdhe dropping of all charges against the
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French journalist. Bureau, a freelancer who hag@l/various conflicts and crises including
in Crimea, Egypt, Irag and Syria, was arrestedirls-eastern Turkey on 26 July. He
continues to face severe terrorism charges.

| recalled that Bureau was not the only foreigrrj@list in Turkey accused of serious
charges, noting that | previously urged Turkeydiease German-Turkish journalist Deniz
Yucel, who has been held in a solitary cell sinebrbary 2017, and German journalist
Mesale Tolu, imprisoned since April.

On 18 Septemberin a statement from my official Twitter accouhhoted that | will follow
the trial against 30 former Zaman journalists. dedlthat the risk of life in prison for
journalism is unacceptable.

On the same day, in a statement from my officialttevaccount, | emphasized ttgahin
Alpay, one of the former Zaman journalists, is stiffg from health problems in prison. |
called for the release of all journalists imprisone the country.

On 19 Septemberin a statement from my official Twitter accouhhoted that journalists
Ahmet Altan, Mehmet Altan, Nazl llicak and thealleagues continue to face long
imprisonment, and urged that freedom of expressiost also be applied to dissenting views.

On 23 Septemberin a public statement, | noted that the bruthing of an American-Syrian
journalist Halla Barakat and her mother Orouba Batran Istanbul, both reporting about the
situation in Syria, highlighted the dangers thétaal journalists face in their work. |
expressed trust that the ongoing investigatiorheyTurkish authorities would quickly reveal
both the perpetrators and the masterminds, whadtace the full extent of the law.

They were found dead on 21 September in Istanbalevthey lived. Turkish police launched
an investigation, estimating that they were killedr or five days previous. Colleagues of
Halla Barakat said that both victims had receivedtd threats for their work via social media
and email.

On 26 Septembern welcomed the release of prominent journalist iK&iirsel, who spent
almost a year in prison. | urged the Turkish autlesto use the momentum to free all
Cumbhuriyet journalists in prison and drop the clearggainst them without further delay.

The previous night, the @kayan Istanbul Courthouse ruled that Kadri Gursetddeased
pending trial, but ordered the continued imprisontw# four of his colleagues, Akin Atalay,
Emreiper, Murat Sabuncu and Ahnak. Together with twelve other Cumhuriyet staffe th
defendants continue to face up to 43 years in prigovarious terrorism charges.

On 29 September wrote to Justice Minister Abdulhamit Gil, expsig) my concern about
recent developments in the ongoing investigatiojpwfalist Can Dindar. According to
media reports, the prosecutor in Diyarbakir stasiedhvestigation in response to a speech
Dundar gave on 24 April 2016.

On24 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtyelcomed the release of
journalist Omer Celik. | also called for the relead journalists Tunca gdeten and Mahir
Kanaat and noted that professional reporting shoeletr be treated as a crime.
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On 25 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtyelcomed the release of
Murat Aksoy and Atilla Taand called for all charges against the journatstse dropped.

On 31 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accouhtyelcomed the release of
former Ozgir Giindem journalisisan Kizilkaya and Kemal Sancili. | added that pgtti
journalists on trial for their professional actigg damages media freedom.

On 31 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accountommented on the on-
going Cumbhuriyet trial during which three promingmnirnalists and one staff member
remain behind bars. | noted that imprisoning jolist&on false charges is unacceptable, and
urged the country to change course and protectarfezskdom.

On 1 November | received a reply from the authesito my letter of 29 September, on the
investigation in the case of journalist Can Dunddue letter said that multiple arrest warrants
were issued against the journalist for a numb@&ngfoing investigations and prosecutions
against him, including the case | raised in myeletinitiated by the Prosecutor of Diyarbakir
in response to a speech made by Dindar on 24 Apiinvestigation in question is based on
Article 7/2 of the Anti-Terror Law, related to spiing propaganda for a terrorist
organization. The letter noted that this and otlaesles are handled by the independent
judiciary of Turkey, based on the rule of law, witie defendant having recourse to legal
remedies, including the European Court of Humarhiig

Turkmenistan

On1 Augustl wrote to the authorities expressing my concegarding the case of Soltan
Achilova, a correspondent of Azatlyk Radiosy (RFE/Rirkmen Service), who was
reportedly harassed by unknown assailants whilaggkhotographs during preparations for
the Asian Games.

Ukraine

On 1 June the High Specialized Court for Civil &riminal Cases overturned the acquittal
of freelance journalist Ruslan Kotsalgarlier in July 2016 he was acquitted of charges of
impeding the work of the Armed Forces of Ukraineg(®eports to the Permanent Council of
18 June 2015, 10 March 2016 and 1 December 2016).

On 7 JundPresident Poroshenlsigned a law on a mandatory 75 percent quota chidien-
language content on television (see Report to émm&nent Council of 1 December 2016).

On 22 June Ihor Huzhva, the Editor-in-Chief of tiebsite Strana.ua, was detained on
suspicion of extortion. Reportedly, he demandedrandived ten thousand dollars “for not
posting compromising material on an active pobtiti Huzhva rejected the accusations,
saying that the criminal case was being "fabricatealose down his website and put him in
jail. On 27 June he was released on bail. Eariérabruarya number of journalists from
Strana.ua were reportedly interrogated bySkeurity Service of Ukraine (SBW@eeReport to
the Permanent Council of 9 March 2017

On 20 July, on the first anniversary of the murder of jouistaPavel Sheremet, | issuad
public statement urging the authorities in Ukraamel other OSCE participating States to end
impunity for murders of journalists. Sheremet, arjalist working for Radio Vesti and

21



Ukrainska Pravda, was killed in a car explosior26rduly 2016 in Kyiv (See Report to
Permanent Council of 1 December 2016).

On 28 July I issued a public statement expressing conceratdhe continued detention of
journalist Stanislav Aseev in eastern Ukraine aadting on all those responsible to
immediately release him. Aseev, a contributor elitkrainian Service of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) and a well-known lijeg, disappeared at the beginning of
June 2017 in Donetsk. Reportedly, he was detaigesbiralled “DPR” forces. During an
OSCE conference in June 2017, the heads of theMatUnion of Journalists of Ukraine
(NUJU) and the Russian Union of Journalists (R93)ied a joint statement expressing
concern for Aseev.

On4 August| wrote to Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klinnk conveying concern
regarding the case of a journalist and blogger, whse arrested by the SBU in Zhitomir on 2
August on various charges, including high treagmeroachment on territorial integrity,
incitement of enmity and hatred and participatiom iterrorist organization. According to
various media reports, the journalist in quest®Nasiliy Muravitskiy, a regular contributor

to various online media outlets. If convicted, jxgrnalist may be sentenced to up to 15
years in prison. | asked the authorities to cahgfalview the serious charges brought against
Muravitskiy, in full compliance with the principled rule of law, necessity and
proportionality, and with respect to the journadistght to freely express views and opinions.

On 10 Augustl wrote to Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klink conveying concern about
the case of the Strana.ua news website and itsgbsis:

- Regarding the 22 June detention of Huzhva and lsedrthe website’s office, | noted
a number of reports alleging that the developmarasind the media outlet could be
retaliation for the critical nature of Strana.uaé&porting, including with regard to
high-level government officials. | called on thettaarities to carefully review the
serious charges repeatedly brought in relationttand.ua and its staff and refrain
from any measures which could intimidate memberthefmedia or impede the work
of the news website.

— On 9 August the SBU searched Strana.ua’s officewel as the apartments of
journalists Veronika Kifichak and Kirill Malyshev nd seized their personal
equipment. Reportedly, the searches were sanctioypékde Pecherskiy district court
of Kyiv, based on the charge of revealing stateetec

On 14 August in a statement from my official Twitter accouhéxpressed full support for
the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine inéfort to defend journalists and maintain
open and meaningful dialogue with the Russian Upiodournalists. The tweet came in
response to verbal attacks and harassment agagnsinion by one of the members of
Parliament in an attempt to discredit the dialogliprofessional organizations from two
countries under the aegis of my Office.

On 16 Augustl wrote to the authorities regarding the depastatrom Ukraine of Tamara
Nersesyan, a journalist with the Russian Statevi®tm and Radio Company (VGTRK).
Nersesyan was detained by the SBU on 14 Augusyin &d, after several hours of
interrogation, she was forced to immediately leane banned from entering the country for
three years. In a similar situation, on 26 Julg, 8BU deported and banned entry for Maria

22



Knyazeva, a journalist also working for VGTRK. loemiraged the respective authorities to
refrain from imposing unnecessary limitations oawork of foreign journalists which affect
the free flow of information and freedom of the naed

On 30 Augustl wrote to Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klinkand issued a public
statement regarding the practice of detention apdlsion of foreign journalists from
Ukraine. On 30 August Anna Kurbatova, a journaligh the Russian Perviy Kanal, was
detained by the SBU in Kyiv “for disgracing Ukrairend later expelled from the country.
On 25 August the SBU denied entrytéeo Spanish journalists, Antonio Pampliega and
Manuel Angel Sastre, and banned them from enteHagountry for three yearkcalled
on authorities to refrain from imposing unnecessanitations on the work of foreign
journalists which affect the free flow of informati and violate the OSCE commitments on
freedom of the media.

On 10 October | learned from public reports that 3BU excluded the names®panish
journalists from a list of people who are not alexivo enter the country.

On5 October, in a statement from my official Twitter accouhhoted that another Russian
journalist, Vyacheslav Nemyshev with NTV televisidmannel, was deported by the SBU
from Ukraine. He was reportedly banned from entgetire country for three years.

On7 Septemberl wrote to the Acting Minister of Information Poji of Ukraine Emine
Dzhaparova in reply to her letter of 18 August esjing co-operation and assistance of my
Office on regulation of hate speech issues in thdia | expressed readiness to work with
the Ministry in better defining the respective pas, while allowing for adequate protection
of free expression and free media. In particular@ffice will assist with research and
information about relevant legislative and non-$éafive practices in the OSCE region, and
contribute to expert discussions by offering poliegommendations in line with international
standards and OSCE commitments.

On7 Septemberl wrote to the authorities raising the issue af agguesting information
about a number of incidents involving journalistdikraine.

According to reports, on 29 August Bogdan Novajouanalist for the news website
Vlasno.Info, was severely beaten by three unknosgaitants while covering a public
demonstration in Vinnitsa. Reportedly, the attambktplace in the presence of law
enforcement officers. Novak was taken to the haspiith a number of injuries.

On 25 August Roman Varshanidze, a journalist ammefiom the Naddnistrianska Pravda
web-newspaper, was severely beaten by three mais evay home in Ovidiopol, Odessa
oblast. As a result of the attack, the journalistesed a number of injuries.

On 18 August Yuri Jagolnik and Alexander Chernowyrpalists from the online edition of
NikLife and Shipovnik.ua at “Ukraine” television @fRRadio Company, were attacked by
marketplace vendors while filming the inspectiongass of products on the market in
Nikolaev.

On 30 July the car of Igor Rusin, the Editor-in-€ftof the Insider News website, was set on
fire by unknown persons near his house in Kharkdne journalist links the arson to his
critical and investigative reporting on variousdbofficials and criminals.
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On 29 July three journalists with Zhytomyr oblastial and business newspaper “Ekho” and,
“KP in Ukraine”, were attacked during the courseanfinvestigation into the Radomyshl
psychoneurological boarding facility.

| also requested details of the Office of the Peasar-General of Ukraine’s 2017 report
regarding criminal proceedings in relation to crinsemmitted against media professionals.
On 27 October | received a reply from the authesitvith information that investigations
have been launched on all above-mentioned cases.

On 22 September issued a public statement noting the releasa fiouse arrest of Mykola
Semena, a journalist with Radio Free Europe/Ratberty, and condemning the conviction
and imposition of a ban on “public activities”.did that all charges against Semena should
be dropped as they violate OSCE principles on fyeedf expression and freedom of the
media. Semena should also be able to travel fréelgording to reports, Semena was
sentenced to a 2.5-year suspended sentence fdic‘palis for actions violating the
territorial integrity of the Russian Federation’itiwa ban on “public activities” for a period
of three years on 22 September in Simferopol, Wierédbee Reports to the Permanent
Council of 1 December 2016 and 9 March 2017).

On 3 October | wrote to the authorities to intervene on belbélihe Uzbek journalist
Narzullo Akhunjonov who was detained at the Kyitelmational Airport on 20 September.
Reportedly, Akhunjonov was detained due to an patlewarrant. | asked the authorities not
to extradite Akhunjonov to Uzbekistan on humangargrounds, and to cooperate with the
UNHCR to assist in ensuring his safety.

On 18 October | was informed that Akhunjonov wdeased.

On 17 Octoberl wrote to authorities regarding the case of Rikteseynli, a contributing
Dutch, Azerbaijan-born journalist to online chanmatan TV. Huseynli was detained at the
airport in Kyiv on 14 October leaving the countgsked on the outstanding Interpol warrant
issued by Azerbaijan. Huseynli has been accuséauad and the illegal crossing of a border.
| urged the authorities to carefully consider tasecand not deport the journalist. | have
noted concerns raised by several human rights atlanorganizations that, if expelled to
Azerbaijan, Huseynli might face unfair treatment.

On 27 October | was informed that Huseynli wasaséel on bail.

On 20 Octoberl paid an official visit to Ukraine where | mettwiForeign Minister Pavlo
Klimkin and other senior governmental officials¢limding First Deputy Minister of
Information Policy Emine Dzhaparova and Deputy risteMinister Tatyana Kovalchuk. |
also met with representatives from a number of sotiety and media organizations to
discuss media freedom issues in Ukraine. The prsitided an excellent opportunity to
receive, first hand, information on media freedesues in Ukraine and to discuss areas
where my Office can best provide assistance iruthee.

| urged the authorities to put an end to impunitydll attacks on journalists by effectively
and promptly finalizing all open investigations gr@secuting instances of unwarranted
interference. | ensured them that | will continaelosely follow the cases of Ukrainian
journalists Roman Sushchenko, arrested in Moscaokgldly Semena, recently convicted in
Crimea, Stanislav Aseev, detained in Donetsk, awldpments around the Strana.ua news
portal and its journalists. During the course @& Wmsit, | also met with Roman Sushchenko’s
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wife, Angela Sushchenko, to ensure her of my coetinsupport regarding the journalist’s
release.

In addition, | raised concerns regarding the cas@surnalists Narzullo Akhunjonov and
Fikret Huseynli, recently detained in Ukraine feliag extradition requests by Uzbekistan
and Azerbaijan, respectively. | asked the authewitiot to extradite the two journalists as
they might face unfair treatment and persecutiorteir critical reporting.

In my discussions with authorities, | further emgihad the need to respect the work of
foreign reporters and other media actors by engw#turity, respect for freedom of
expression and freedom of the media, and actinglgtin compliance with the principles of
transparency, rule of law and due process.

| underlined the importance of maintaining a welhétioning public service broadcaster in
Ukraine, including by ensuring sufficient funding.

| reiterated the readiness of my Office to contitheestablished dialogue with Ukraine and
to support relevant processes for maintaining ardey and pluralistic media landscape in the
country.

On 25 Octoberl issued a public statement condemning attacksobyolice on three
journalists covering protests at a court houseyivkK

On 3 Novemberl wrote to the authorities to raise the case ofnéinadkhmetova, a blogger
and contributor to several media outlets in KaztddnsAccording to reports, Akhmetova was
detained near Kyiv on 21 October and later arrefstedl8 days based on an outstanding
Interpol warrant issued by Kazakhstan. | askedatltborities to carefully consider the case
and not deport Akhmetova to Kazakhstan.

On 6 November | noted reports indicating that tis¢ridt court in Kharkiv found four people
guilty in the attack on the Kharkiv-based ATN taeton channel in April 2014 (see Report
by the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Matkaia Freedom under siege in
Ukraine” of 23 May 2014).

United States

On 27 July I wrote a letter to the United States’ Chargé dbiks a.i expressing my concern
that law enforcement officers were reportedly fdroe delete photographs and videos taken
after protestors entered the chamber of the UiStates Senate to interrupt a procedural
motion.

On 25 Augustl wrote a letter to Secretary of State H.E. RexTWerson and issued a press
statement expressing deep concern about the nezaatks on media by the United States’
President, Donald Trump, at a rally in Phoenixzana, on 22 August and his previous
declaration naming several media outlets as “enaintlye people”. | urged all officials to
refrain from delivering such attacks on the medid promote an enabling environment for
media freedom.

On5 Septemberl issued a public statement condemning the shgatdndy Grimm, a
photographer for the Ohio-based New Carlisle News was shot and injured without
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warning while taking weather-related photographgnva sheriff's deputy mistook his
camera for a weapon.

On 27 September wrote a letter to United States’ Chargé d’Afésra.i. expressing my
concern about the arrest and mistreatment by Sslmmlice officers of three media workers
who were covering a protest in downtown St LouisSaimday 17 September. | urged the
authorities to undertake independent, impartial thiedough investigations into the
allegations of physical assault and to drop alfgéain connection with the individuals’
legitimate journalist activities.

Uzbekistan

On5 Octoberl issued a public statement welcoming the rele&gsuonalist Solidzhon
Abdurakhmanov, a former correspondent with uznestsaand the UK-based Institute for
War and Peace Reporting. | noted that his releakenws the release of journalists
Mukhammad Bekjanov and Djamshid Karimov earlies ygar and appealed to the
authorities to release those journalists still @éehtion.

On 16-19 Octoberl paid an official visit to Uzbekistan, the hosuntry of the OSCE
Central Asia Media Conference, which took placg&ashkentwith the full cooperation of
the authorities. The conference included the gpetmon of representatives of government
and civil society from every participating StateGentral Asia.

During the visit | met with Sherzod Shermatov, Mier for Development of Information
Technologies, and llkhom Abdullaev, Head of the @Gottee on Information and
Communication Technologies of the Legislative Chandj Oliy Majlis of the Republic of
Uzbekistan. | also had a meeting with Sarvar Otawhow, Deputy Speaker of the Legislative
Chamber of Oliy Majlis. During the meetings | cdlli®or the release of journalists Yusuf
Ruzimurodov, Dilmurod Saiid and Bobomurod Abdulla®ie also discussed reform of the
media and communications environment in the couftng visit provided an excellent
opportunity to receive, first hand, information media freedom issues in Uzbekistan and to
discuss areas where my Office can best providstasse in the future.

International Organizations
Interpol

On 23 August in a public statement, | asked the internatiquudiice organization, Interpol, to
carefully review recent international arrest watsaiequested by Turkey.

| welcomed Interpol’s decision to suspend the retice issued for the German writer of
Turkish origin, D@an Akhanli, applying the rules of its Constitutihiat seek to protect
individuals against persecution. | emphasized ltitatpol must not be misused by any State
to stifle freedom of expression.

| also raised the case of Swedish-Turkish jourbhdleamza Yalcin, who was arrested by the
Spanish authorities on 3 August 2017, based ontamiational arrest warrant requested by
Turkey. | expressed hope that the arrest warrantdcin would be suspended, and that the
Spanish court would reach a conclusion soon. | exgpoessed the above-mentioned issues in
a letter to the Secretary General of Interpol.
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On 29 August | received a reply from Interpol’s &itor of Legal Affairs, assuring me that

the General Secterariat of Interpol is fully contedtto ensuring that notices published at the
request of any member country comply with Interpoliles, including Article 2 of the
organization’s constitution. The letter also natieat all Red Notice requests are reviewed by
a dedicated Notices and Diffusions Task Forceabemew and relevant information is
brought to the attention of the General Secretathatcases are re-examined. The letter stated
that the OSCE could also play a role in encouragsgember countries to share

information with Interpol which may be relevantany such review process.

Annex

On 22 May the Office of the RFoM presented an imfalrbriefing by the Officer-in-Charge
of the Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedbthe Media to the OSCE
Chairmanship on the activities of the Office of &leoM. The document can be found
attached in the annex of this report. Listed bedoaresponses received from participating
States on media developments noted during thegeawered by the informal briefing as
well as responses to issues raised in previousnséatts by my predecessor Dunja Mijatovi

Albania

On 13 March, my Office received a reply regarding attack against journalist Elvi Fundo
raised in a statement by the previous RFoM.

The Albanian authorities, media and general puidiee strongly condemned the violent act
against journalist Elvi Fundo. Prime Minister EdarRa, Minister of Interior Sajmir Tahiri,
the Union of Albanian Journalists and Audiovisuadia Authority have condemned the
attack and have asked for a thorough investigati@hhave called for the perpetrators of the
crime to be brought to justice. An investigatiors laéready been launched.

Croatia

On 29 June the Permanent Mission of Croatia infdrmg Office of the response by
authorities with regards to the cases of the assauljournalists SiniSa Vickov and Mladen
Mirkovi¢:

— Regarding the case of the attack on SiniSa Vickoy Splitsko-Dalmatinska Police
Administration submitted a special report on 20ilorthe Municipal State
Attorney’s Office in Split. An additional report waubmitted on 27 April regarding
the case against two persons suspected of havingnitted the criminal offence of
serious bodily injury from Article 118, paragraplofithe Criminal Code.

— Regarding the attack against Mladen Mirkothe PozeSko-Slavonska Police
Administration filed criminal charges on 24 May wihe Municipal State Attorney’s
Office in Pozega against a suspect believed to banenitted the criminal offence.

— In relation to the threats of 13 May, the ZagtddaaPolice Administration submitted a
special report on 14 May to the Municipal StateoAtey’s Office in Zagreb who filed
a motion before a judge at the County Court in ado order the pre-trail detention
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of a suspect. At a hearing held on 15 May, thegudigmissed the motion for pre-trial
detention and set the suspect free. However, tite Bttorney’s Office will continue
to gather evidence.

Italy

On 29 June the Permanent Representative of Italyaseeply regarding two cases noted in
the informal briefing:

— Regarding the case of Gabriele Carchidi, Edito&mef of the online newspaper
iacchite.com who, on 10 May, was convicted andesergd by a court in Cosenza
(Calabrian region of southern Italy) to a totaB6fmonths in prison following four
separate cases, the first judgment of the Coudidered that the facts reported by the
journalist were not supported by evidence and térbs appealed;

— Regarding the case of television journalist Luca&t&band his crew who, on 12
March, were physically attacked in Caserta by umkmassailants while filming a
report on the sale of counterfeit items, the tlattackers were identified and charged
with aggravated robbery, injury and impairment.

Russian Federation

On 29 May authorities informed the Office of thedRFthat the police has been conducting
verification activities into the case of Nikolay émschenko, journalist and co-founder of
Noviy Peterburghewspaper

Projects and activities since the last report

Legal reviews

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

On 12 Octoberl wrote to Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikola Dimibv and Minister of
Information Society and Administration Damjan Mav&ld following their request to
provide a legal review of the draft law amending tlaw on Audio and Audio-visual Media
Services.

| welcomed the very active engagement of the JdigteaAssociations, non-governmental
and civil society organizations in public consutias regarding the draft Law, underlying the
need for the process to remain open and transpanéihits finalization.

| also underlined the importance of ensuring edit@nd financial independence of the
public broadcaster and the regulatory agency.

The analysis, prepared by Prof. Dr. Katrin Nymaretd4lf, a renowned international expert
in communications law, offered several recommedati
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Germany

On 19 May the Office presented a legal review of the draft @n Better Law Enforcement
in Social Networks (NEA) to the German authoritiEse review was commissioned upon
request of civil society and journalists’ organigas to Professor Dr Bernd Holznagel of the
Munster University and was presented at hearingjsarGerman Federal Parliament
(Bundestag).

Kazakhstan

On 22 September wrote to the authoritiet present a legal review of the draft law On
Amendments and Addenda to Some Legal Acts of thiBlee of Kazakhstan on Issues of
Information and Communications. The review wasiedrout at the request of civil society
and journalists’ organizations and commissioneDratri Golovanov, an expert on
international media freedom standards and medidriaw the Russian Federation. The
review focused on amendments relevant for freeditimeomedia and the right to access
information from the perspective of internationaéities, the Constitution of Kazakhstan and
OSCE commitments.

Kyrgyzstan

On 28 Augustl wrote to the authorities to present legal comtagnon the law “On
Guarantees of Activities of the President of thed¢y Republic”. The review was
commissioned by my Office at the request of ciettisty and journalists’ organizations in
Kyrgyzstan. The legal commentary was commissionddnitri Golovanov, an expert on
international media freedom standards and medidrtaw the Russian Federation.

The expert suggested a number of steps for nataarthbrities in order to align legislative
provisions with international legal standards.

On 13 October | received a reply to my letter ofA28yust from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs for Commentary on certain provisions of tteawv of the Kyrgyz Republic “On
Guarantees of Activities of the President of thed¢y Republic”. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs noted that there is not enough evidence Atnicles 4 and 8 of the Law of the Kyrgyz
Republic “On Guarantees of Activities of the Presitof the Kyrgyz Republic” do not
comply with the principles of international law.

On 17 Octoberl wrote to the authorities to present legal comrmagnon the law on certain
provisions on Constitutional Law of the Kyrgyz Répa “On the Elections of the President
of the Kyrgyz Republic and Parliamentarians tolbgorku Kenesh of the Kyrgyz
Republic”. The legal commentary was commissiomelrnitri Golovanov, an expert on
international media freedom standards and medidriaw the Russian Federation.

The commentary focused on the regulations of letepablications during the election
campaign with specific recommendations.

Ukraine

On 13 Octoberl wrote to Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klink presenting a legal
analysis of the draft law “On Changes to Some Lati® Acts of Ukraine on Countering
Threats to National Security in the Information 8mi. The legal analysis was carried out
by Dr Joan Barata Mir, independent media freedopesxrom Spain. The analysis reviews
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critical provisions of the proposal to ensure thatlaw complies with the OSCE
commitments and international standards and prep@seimber of recommendations.

The amendmenister alia introduce a series of new principles and provision national
security in Ukraine; grant new powers and compedge the Security Service of Ukraine,
particularly in the area of blocking access toatiht kinds of online information services;
reinforce the powers and competences of the Ndt@oamission for the State Regulation
of Communications and Information as the telecomuations regulatory authority, which
becomes the entity in charge of enforcing and imglating the decisions on blocking access
to information resources; and, include a serigxrovisions aimed at establishing the specific
mechanisms to block access to online informationices in relation to criminal cases.

Publications

On 2 Novembermy Office published the 4th Edition of “Commitmsrand Taskings:
Freedom of the Media, Freedom of Expression, Fle& Bf Information (1975-2017)” in
English and in Russian.

The publication is available dittp://www.osce.org/fom/354081

Visits and patrticipation in events

On 23 March my Office was invited by the European Parliamerdgfgeak at a meeting in
Brusselsof the Committee on Political Affairs, Human Rigland Democracy of the
Euronest Parliamentary Assembly, on the situationedia freedom in the EU and Euronest
region.

On 28 March my Office participated in a UNESCO informationaletiag inParis “on a
review of developments in the situation in the Awtimous Republic of Crimea and the city
of Sevastopol (Ukraine),” at the invitation of Diter General Irina Bokova. My Office’s
contributions to the discussion focused on theasittn of free expression and free media.

On 29-31 March my Office participated at RightsCon, an internadilbevent on human
rights in the digital age, organised by Access NloBrussels The Office opened the event
track related to ‘Fake News, Disinformation andgaganda” and spoke at a panel debate.

On 31 March, 15 Septemberand27 Octobermy Office participated in public discussions in
Kharkiv , Mikolaiv andlvano-Frankivsk on ways to improve journalists’ professional
standards and safety. The events were organizételyational Union of the Journalists of
Ukraine with support from my Office and includee gbarticipation of a representative from
the European Federation of Journalists.

On 20 April my Office addressed the annual meeting of theddatiUnion of Journalists of
Ukraine and on the following day took part in a @lagdiscussion on safety of journalists in
Kyiv.
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On 25 April, as part of the Cyprus Dialogue launched in M&@h7, my Office led a
meeting inNicosiafor 30 Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot journ&di®n ways to enhance
cooperation and facilitated the adoption of a jdi@morandum of Understanding.

On 25 April my Office participated at “Defining OHCHR'’s Strgte Direction for 2018 —
2021”, organised by the Office of the High Commoas&r for Human Rights (HCNM) in
Brussels

On1-2 May, upon official invitation from the authorities, n@ffice, together with the
Chairman of the Lithuanian Journalists Union ardkpendent media law expert Dainius
Radzewtius, conducted a study visit Tdilisi based on the initiative of the Prime Minister of
Georgia to establish the Office of Media Ombudsman.

On 2-4 May my Office participated at the annual World PreseseBom Day celebrations
organised by UNESCO idakarta. My Office spoke at a panel debate on the Promaticd
Protection of Journalists and a debate on “Faked\lew

On10-11 Maymy Office hosted the annual OSCE South Caucasusav&onference in
Thilisi (see Conferences).

On 17 May my Office participated at the Stockholm Internetd, taking part in a panel
debate on the safety of female journalists.

On 17-20 Maymy Office presented at the plenary of th& #8eeting of the European
Platform of Regulatory Authorities, organized byc@h inEdinburgh.

On 18 May my Office was invited to participate in the OSCé&c@rity Days "Countering
fragmentation and polarization: Re-creating a clarfar stability in Europe,” ifPfrague. My
Office served as moderator of the "Night owl sessidistorted reality: Security
implications of post-truth politics".

On 23-24 Maymy Office spoke at a panel discussion on “Protgckreedom of Expression
when Countering Radicalization and Violent Extremisn the Internet” at the 2017 OSCE-
wide Counter-Terrorism Conference\fienna. The event was co-organized by the
delegations of Denmark, Sweden, United KingdomtaedAustrian Chairmanship.

On 23-24 Maymy Office participated in the Central Asia RegibHaads of Field
Operations meeting ihashkent

On 6 Junemy Office was invited t&arajevo by the High Representative to brief the
Steering Board of the Peace Implementation Cowmcihedia reform in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

On8-9 Junemy Office visitedSkopje to discuss various media related issues with
Journalists’ Associations, the Independent TradetrCouncil of Media Ethics and
members of the international community.

On12-13 Junemy Office participated in and made a statemenindtthe interactive
Dialogue with the UN Special Rapporteur on the trighfreedom of expression at thé"35
session of UN Human Rights Council@eneva
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On13-14 Junemy Office participated in the international corflece, “National Public
Service Broadcasting in Bosnia and Herzegovinégamajevo. The event was organized by
my Office, together with the European Broadcastimipn, BHRT, the BH Journalists
Association, the Council of Europe, BHRT, Europ&aderation of Journalists and the South
East Europe Media Organization.

From26 June — 8 Julymy Office participated in and gave a presentadiotihe 2017
Annenberg-Oxford Media Policy Summer Institutedrford, United Kingdom.

On 29 Junemy Office participated in a panel discussion onflictasensitive journalism in
times of crisis at the3Donbas Media Forum “Donbas in Media: from Popultsrfracts” in
Svyatohirsk, Ukraine.

On 29 Junemy Office participated in the workshop “Human Rghand civil society in
Central Asia" organized by the EU Special EnvoZanmtral Asia Peter Burian Brussels

On 3 July my Office participated in a panel discussion, “Bedety of Journalists — New
Challenges and Responses”, organised by the Fokéigatry of Lithuania, opened by
Foreign Minister Linas Linke¥ius inVilnius.

On 11 July my Office participated at the OSCE Informal Mieisal meeting irMauerbach,
Austria.

On 14-18 Julymy Office attended the Digital-born Media Carnigafjanized by Share
Foundation, OSCE Mission to Serbia, Ministry of é&gn Affairs of the Netherlands and my
Office in Kotor . My Office spoke at the high-level opening of theent and moderated and
spoke at a panel on online safety of female joistsl

On 25 July my Office participated in the Media Freedom Coeafere organized by the Qatari
Human Rights Council iDoha.

On5 September hosted a roundtable meeting with key civil sogigartners irBrussels
including UN Special Rapporteur on the promotiod protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression David Kaye (see Conferences)

On 6 Septemberl attended a meeting with representatives fromoReps sans frontiers in
Paris on the safety of journalists, freedom of the madithe OSCE region and issues related
to “fake news”, self-regulation and ethical joursal.

From10-14 Septembet attended the OSCE Human Dimension Implementdfleating in
Warsaw, together with my team. In addition to addressirgplenary session during the
opening and chairing Working session 1 “Fundamdraldoms I, including: Freedom of
expression, free media and information”, | alsokepat several side events: “Ukraine: Safety
of journalists and investigation of crimes agathsim” hosted by the Office of the OSCE
Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine, and “How to Free Media in Turkey?” hosted by
ARTICLE 19 and PEN International.

My Office also spoke at the following side everfi&jikistan in Focus: Assault on Freedom
of Expression, Retaliation against Relatives, arats3&hing Political Crackdown” hosted by
Human Rights Watch and the Norwegian Helsinki Cotte®j “Equality of opportunity -

equal participation in political and public lifebkted by the United Kingdom Delegation to
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the OSCE, and “Countering Violent Extremism andusieag Freedom of Expression Online:
Possibilities and Limits” hosted by the OSCE Sexrat, the Action against Terrorism Unit,
and my Office.

During my stay in Warsaw | also had bilateral meggiwith several media NGOs, the Polish
Ombudsman Adam Bodnar, Polish journalist TomasteRjand visited the offices of the
media outlet Gazeta Wyborcza.

On 13 Septembemy Office chaired a side-event hosted by the déiegaf the United
Kindom on “Equality of opportunity and equal paipation in political and public life” at the
OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meeting\arsaw.

On 13 Septembemy Office participated in the"2Eastern Partnership Media Confereirce
Kyiv. The conference wawrganised by the European Commission with the stgbhdohe
European External Action Service and the Governmaebikraine and brought together more
than 300 participants from Partner countries aedcahropean Union.

On 20 September spoke at the 83PEN International Congressliniv, hosted by Ukraine
PEN in partnership with Lviv City Council and thei UNESCO City of Literature Office.
The event focused on the topic “Reclaiming Trutfimes of Propaganda”.

On 20 Septembemy Office participated at the Austrian Media Dayganized by the
Manstein Newspaper Publishing Housé&/ienna.

On 24-26 Septembermy Office participated in the “Media Law Resoufeenter London
Conference 2017” ihondon organized by the Media Law Resource Center. MycOff
participated, among other discussions, in a pamélress Freedom in Eastern Europe.

On 26-29 Septembemy Office participated in the 13th Internationahéerence "Terrorism
and Electronic Media" isofia organized by the International Academy of Telensand
Radio.

On 27 Septembemy Office participated in a session on joint mukliii|a projects by young
journalists from Ukraine and Russia, in the contéthe Dialogue between Ukrainian and
Russian unions of journalists under the auspicesyoOffice, at the Russian Union of
Journalists’ 21 Festival of Journalists "All of Russia - 2017"ragomys

On 29 Septembemy Office participated in a roundtable meetingdinusselsorganised by
Reporters sans frontiers to discuss professiospbreses to “Fake News”, self-regulation and
ethical journalism.

On 3-4 October| paid an official visit to Georgia where | mettlviForeign Minister Mikheil
Janelidze, First Deputy Chairperson of the Parli@@amar Chugoshvili, the Public
Defender (Ombudsman) Ucha Nanuashvili and repraseas of media and civil society
organizations.

(See Georgia under Issues raised with particip&iates)
On4-6 Octoberl paid an official visit to Armenia where | met wiEoreign Minister Edward

Nalbandian, Justice Minister Davit Harutyunyan, HumRights Defender (Ombudsman)
Arman Tatoyan, Head of the Police Headquarters Hormbs Kocharyan, and members of the
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executive management of the Public Service Broadicddargarita Grigoryan and Mark
Grigoryan. | also met with journalists and repréagwes of non-governmental organizations
to hear their perspectives on the media freedamatsiin in the country and to discuss various
issues, including the work of public service mealia the proliferation of propaganda.

(See Armenia under Issues raised with participefitages)

On5 October my Office participated in the “VI International Gerence: Russia and
Europe: topical issues of contemporary internatigmanalism” inBudapest The
conference was organized by International Life maga(Moscow) with the support of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Federal Agerfoy Press and Mass Communications of
the Russian Federation. The Office presented atrepdfake news” and freedom of the
media.

On5 October my Office spoke at the opening of the Europeani&deedom Conference
organized by the European Centre for Press andavi@eéiedom i.eipzig.

On 6 October my Office participated in a policy roundtableLiondon on “Addressing the
Message and Protecting the Medium: How can govemntsmaost effectively address
concerns about content and protect human rightgfzinised by the Global Network
Initiative.

On9-11 Octoberl visited Cyprus with my team as part of the Géfecongoing “Cyprus
Dialogue” project. | launched an exchange projectybung journalists from the Greek
Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities, the deysient of a glossary of sensitive words
used by the media, and recommendations for possitelmnatives.

(See Cyprus under Issues raised with participeitages)

On 10 Octobermy Office participated in an international exp&drkshop “OSCE and
Cyber: Institutionalizing Cyber as a cross-dimenalassue?” organized by the German
Institute for International and Security AffairsW@&) inBerlin.

On 11 Octobermy Office participated in a Workshop on challenpirate speech and violent
extremism online, organized by the OSCE Action agfal errorism Unit and Facebook in
Vienna. The Office spoke on international standards atgating freedom of expression and
countering violent extremism: the implications émline content.

On 11 Octoberthe Office participated in a workshop on the ne@Ni Guidelines
“National Minorities and the Media in the DigitagA” organized by the Office of the
HCNM at the University oAmsterdam.

On 12 Octoberl gave an introductory address and my Office negeesentation at the 46
meeting of the European Platform of Regulatory Auties conference iNienna.

On 13 Octoberl was one of the opening speakers at a conferemd¢lee role and
responsibilities of internet intermediariesMienna (see Conferences).

On 16-19 Octoberl paid an official visit to Uzbekistan, the hosuntry of the OSCE
Central Asia Media Conference, which took plac&ashkent. During the visit | met with
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Sherzod Shermatov, Minister for Development of tnfation Technologies, lIkhom
Abdullaev, Head of the Committee on Information &wmmunication Technologies of the
Legislative Chamber of Oliy Majlis of the Repubtit Uzbekistan and Sarvar Otamuradov,
Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Chamber of OligjlMd.

On 18 Octobermy Office spoke at the EU Council Working Partytdmman Rights
(COHOM) informal meeting ifartu, Estonia.

On 20 Octoberl paid an official visit to Ukraine where | mettwiForeign Minister Pavlo
Klimkin and other senior governmental officials¢linding First Deputy Minister of
Information Policy Emine Dzhaparova and Deputy risteMinister Tatyana Kovalchuk. |
also met with representatives of a number of codiety and media organizations to discuss
media freedom issues in Ukraine and areas wher@ffige can provide assistance.

(See Ukraine under Issues raised with participaiitages)

On 23-24 Octobermy Office participated in a Workshop on counteraxgremism and the
impact on civil liberties, organized by VOX-Pol @mol.eu) project in collaboration with the
Berkman Klein Center, at Harvard Law SchooCiambridge, Massachussettes

On 23-25 Octoberl attended the 2017 OSCE Mediterranean Conferenéalermo on
"Large Movements of Migrants and Refugees in thelideranean: challenges and
opportunities." At the event, | gave a speech dytime session “Successful integration, a
common responsibility based on a two-fold approacicouraging social inclusion of
migrants and combating intolerance, racism, xenbgh@nd discrimination, also based on
religious grounds” on media-related componentsrowhigration and integration.

On 24 Octobermy Office and the OSCE Mission to Montenegro oigeah a one day event
on media self-regulation in Montenegro, held/ienna.

On 24 Octoberl met with Minister of Foreign Affairs of MontenegSidan Darmano
during the OSCE Mediterranean ConferencBafermo on a number of issues including
media self-regulation, professionalism, the pubtcadcasting system, implementation of
ODIHR recommendations following the elections, andperation with the Office of the
RFoM.

On 24-25 Octoberl participated in the OSCE Mediterranean Confeeeéth@arge Movements
of Migrants and Refugees in the Mediterranean: IEhges and Opportunities” Palermo. |
gave an introductory speech about the role of tediain countering hate speech and
disinformation, and the responsibility of governrseand authorities to grant access to
information to journalists on migrants and refugees

On 25-27 Octobermy Office participated in the 17th Internationdéksanteri Conference
organized by the Aleksanteri Institute, UniversifyHelsinki, Finnish Centre of Excellence
in Russian Studies “Choices of Russian Modernigatamd University of Tampere in
Helsinki. The Office provided several presentations atlffte Annual International
Aleksanteri Conference “Russia’s Choices for 20&04ted to media and internet freedoms.

On 2-3 Novemberl spoke at the OSCE Supplementary Human Dimerigipfementation
Meeting on “The Role of the Free Media in the Coamgnsive Approach to Security” in
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Vienna, organized by the Austrian OSCE Chairmanship an@8€E Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)d aupported by my Office.

On 3 Novembermy Office chaired a session on “Promoting thegrtdn of human rights
on the Internet” at the OSCE Austrian Chairmanstopference “on Cyber Security” in
Vienna.

On 3 Novemberl travelled to Malta to attend the funeral of reme&d investigative journalist
Daphne Caruana Galizia. | also met with Prime Meridoseph Muscat and other
government representatives. | issued a publicreenéthat such a barbaric act must not
remain unpunished and urged the authorities t@alisailable means to initiate a full,
transparent and independent investigation intdkillieg of the journalist.

On6-7 Novemberl attended the Reinforced Ambassadorial Retregdrosed by the OSCE
Chairmanship irkEisenstadt Austria.

Conferences

14" South Caucasus Media Conference

On10-11 Maymy Office held the 14th South Caucasus Media Genfee inThilisi for
more than 70 participants representing media, gorwent, civil society and academia from
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.

The main topic of the conference was “fake newsindormation and freedom of the media,
with sessions on challenges of disinformation ammgph@ganda, media freedom in the digital
age, approaches to counter disinformation and gapda, and latest media freedom
developments in the South Caucasus. Several itit@nahexperts travelled to the region to
share their experiences.

Participants adopted a set of recommendationsenltthllenges to free media and freedom
of expression in the region and the best pracfmesnproving professionalism and media
freedom in the context of spreading “fake news$jrdormation and propaganda.

The list is available in English and Russianhdttp://www.osce.org/fom/318536

Workshop for young journalist from Ukraine and Russa

On11-20 Junemy Office, together with the Russian Union of Jalists and the National
Union of Journalists of Ukraine, organized a magaizduction workshop ivienna for a
group of young journalists from Ukraine and RusS$i@e activity is part of an ongoing
dialogue between the media communities of the twumtries initiated by the Office in 2014.
As a result of the workshop, the journalists workagkther to produce joint multimedia
materials about different topics.

#SOFJO

On 13 Junemy Office hosted a side event on the margins o2fi&ender Equality Review
Conference itVienna. The side event provided a platform for partidipgtState
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representatives, academics, journalists and menolbergil society to discuss the issue of
state-sponsored or supported harassment of femateglists online.

On 26-27 Septembemy Office organized a networking and training wsiré&p for 25
journalists, academics and members of civil socihe first of two planned workshops, the
event focused on the specific topics of traumapadey and digital safety. The event took
place inVienna as part of my Office’s Safety of Female Journal@hline (#SOFJO)
project.

Round-table discussions between Ukrainian and Russil media trade unions

On 18 June and 2 Novembemy Office organized the 5and 18' round table discussions
in Vienna among senior representatives of the Russian Wfidournalists and the National
Union of the Journalists of Ukraine. Participantcdssed the current state of affairs of
safety of journalists in Eastern Ukraine and Crintede speech in their respective countries
and common projects and activities. During the sewf the meetings, the Unions adopted
joint statements on Ukrainian journalist Stanisdeev, held in illegal custody in the armed
conflict zone in Donbas, calling for information bis fate and for joint efforts to release him
(please see http://www.osce.org/fom/324546 \anav.osce.org/fom/354651

Media Freedom in Volatile Environments

0On19-20 Junemy Office organized an international conferencestiih Freedom in Volatile
Environments” at the Hofburg Mienna. The objective of the event was for Ukrainian
media professionals and organizations to benefihfexperience and expertise gathered from
throughout the OSCE region. The event was a folligwe the conference “Journalists'
Safety, Media Freedom and Pluralism in Times off@@horganized by my Office in June
2015 which looked at the multi-faceted ways in vhi@urnalism can contribute to or help
ease tensions during conflict.

Over 300 experts, civil society members, governnaethorities, journalists and human
rights advocates discussed issues such as actimddaad access to information in conflict
areas, “fake news”, media and digital literacyesabf journalists and impunity for crimes
against them, and media self-regulation.

More information on the event can be found hatg://www.osce.org/fom/314201

Conference on safety of journalists

On 3 July, together with the Foreign Ministry of the RepuldicLithuania and the

Lithuanian Journalists Union, my Office organizecbaference “Safety of Journalists — New
Challenges and ResponsesVitnius. Over 140 experts, civil society members, govemmme
authorities and journalists gathered to reviewdingent situation and recent developments
with a particular focus on identifying the new dbabes relating to the safety of journalists
in the OSCE region.

The event also served as a platform to take stbttkeamplementation of the 2011 Vilnius
Recommendations on Safety of Journalists and tageanput for a new edition of the
Safety of Journalists Guidebodk,be published by my Office.
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High-level Civil Society Engagement Roundtable

On5 Septembemy Office, in cooperation with the European Fetlereof Journalists,
organized a media roundtable evenBmissels with representatives from civil society and
non-governmental organizations working on mediadoen and freedom of expression. At
the event, | discussed effective strategies arasde cooperation given the current media
environment in the OSCE region and beyond with payners.

Cyprus Dialogue

On 25 April, as part of the Cyprus Dialogue launched in M&@h7, my Office led a

meeting inNicosiafor 30 Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot journtdisvho discussed ways
to enhance their co-operation and adopted a jogrnbrandum of Understanding. The
journalists were joined by two renowned expertsifitbe International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) and the Ethical Journalism Nekwbr the Memorandum, published in
Greek, Turkish and English, the heads of threenjalists’ unions agree to mutual co-
operation and solidarity on issues of journalistsfety, access to information and adherence
to professional standards. During the meeting @pents also discussed issues including
ethics, good governance and self-regulation irr therk.

On 22 Augustmy Office launched an exchange programme for ydaCyygriot and Turkish
Cypriot journalists interested in experiencing ahdring stories of bi-communal life in
Cyprus.

On9 October| met with journalists and media expertdNitosiaas part of the Office’s
ongoing “Cyprus Dialogue”, launched in March 201fcluded in the meeting were heads of
the unions of journalists and the heads of thespresncils from the Greek Cypriot and the
Turkish Cypriot communities, with Cypriot as wed mternational media experts, and with
representatives of civil society. The topics disagsincluded current issues affecting media
freedom, the freedom of expression and qualityrjalism on the island, an exchange
program for young journalists and the creation gfassary of sensitive words often used in
the media. The meeting was organized in order thaxge ideas and discuss further co-
operation in an effort to improve quality journatisn Cyprus.

Internet Freedom Conference: the role and responsilities of internet intermediaries

On 13 Octobermy Office, together with the Austrian OSCE Chainsiaip and the Czech
Chairmanship of the CoE, in partnership with thesthian Federal Chancellery, and the CoE
Information Society and Action against Crime Dicgate, co-organized an internet freedom
conference iVienna on the role and responsibilities of internet intediaries, which
critically influence the way we receive and impaformation in the digital age, during
which | was one of the opening speakers.

The conference provided a space for a critical@wstructive exchange on these issues and
bring together key stakeholders — governments|, sbgiety, international organizations
including the OSCE, CoE, the European Commissiod,BNESCO, non-governmental
organizations such as Article 19 and EDRI, acadenalading from Amsterdam, Moscow,
Istanbul and Vienna, lawyers and judges, and thvater sector including Google and
Facebook.
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More information about the event can be found hiettps://www.osce.org/internet-freedom.
Central Asia Media Conference

On 18-19 Octobermy Office organized the 19th regional Central Asikadia conference
titled" Open journalism in Central Asia" ifashkent During the two-day event, some 80
participants, including journalists, representaifem governments, civil society
organizations and academia from Kazakhstan, Kytgyzg ajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Mongolia along with internationgbests, discussed current challenges to
media freedom in Central Asia and adopted recomatents.

The main topic of the conference was open jourmaiisCentral Asia, with sessions on
current tendencies in news media distribution, pesfessional challenges and opportunities
for journalists in a digital environment, approashe counter disinformation and
propaganda, and latest media freedom developme@srntral Asia.

More information about the event can be found hiettps://www.osce.org/fom/328101.

Planned activities for the next reporting period

Visits and participation in events

On13-14 November will pay a first official visit toSkopje to meet the Government
Authorities to discuss a wide range of media relagsues in the country. | will also meet
with media representatives and civil society orgations.

On 14-15 Novembemy Office will host the second #SOFJO networking &aining
workshop for journalists, academics and membecsvdfsociety inVienna. The event will
focus on the specific topics of advocacy, newsrgpoactices and legal framework with
regards to the safety of female journalists online.

On16-17 November will travel to Berlin to participate in a panel on “How do Media
Freedom and Internet Governance Overlap” with tdeigory Group of the Internet
Governance Forum. During the trip | will also med&h members of foundations and
representatives of the media community.

On 16-18 Novembemy Office will give a presentation on safety ofif@le journalists online
at the Association of European Journalists CongaedsGeneral Assembly Wilnius.

On 21 Novemberl will join the Opening Ceremony of the “DialogoéCultures”, the 12th
Media-Forum of young journalists from Russia, Ebg £1S countries in the State
Hermitage Museum iSt. Petersburg

On 30 November! will attend the 38 anniversary of Article 19 ihondon.

On 30 November — 1 Decembamy Office will participate in the 14th German-Riass
Media Forum inStavropol, Russia.

In Decembermy office will publish the % edition of the OSCEuidebook on Safety of
Journalistsin order to better assist the OSCE participatiragestin their efforts to ensure
safe working conditions for journalists in the OS(@gion. The Guidebook, in English and
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Russian, will outline the updated situation anddatlevelopments since the previous edition
of 2014, including gender-based threats of violehegassment and intimidation of
journalists online.

On 12 December will participate in the “Expert Meeting on Impitypfor the Killing of
Journalists in the OSCE Region” to be hel&¥ianna.

On 13 December will travel to Stockholm to meet with the Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Deputy Prime Minister Margot Wallstrom.

On 18 Decembemy Office will host, together with the Swedish@ghtion and International
Press Institute, a high-level panel and exhibitarthe collective work of the Office and

other institutions on the safety of female joursialionline. The panel and exhibition, taking
place inVienna, will showcase the work done on the project in2@hd highlight those

areas where additional work and resources are desesithe project moves into its next phase
in 2018.

On 19-20 Decembet will attend the 12 annual meeting of the Internet Governance Forum
(IGF) inGeneva

Cyprus Media Dialogue

By theend of 2017 as part of an exchange program supported by rfigeDa group of
young journalists will work at a media outlet oétbther community for one week. They will
share their experiences with their respective comti@s, promoting cooperation and
understanding through journalism. In addition, nffic@ will also coordinate the
development of a glossary of sensitive words useithd media, and recommendations for
possible alternatives.

Extra-budgetary donors

My thanks go to the governments of Austria, Czeepublic, Germany, Ireland, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden andedr$tates for their generous
contributions during this reporting period.

| encourage all participating States to considepsuting my Office’s efforts to provide
expertise, support and the most up-to-date ressdiocehe promotion and protection of
freedom of the media and freedom of expressiorutfitout the OSCE region.
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Annex:

Informal Briefing on the Activities of the Office of the RFOM to
the OSCE Chairmanship

for the period from 10 March 2017 until 19 May 2017

Media Developments noted in participating States

In March in Albania, journalist Isa Myzyraj, from the ondinvebsite “Gazeta Impact”
reportedly received two death threats during thesmof his investigative journalism work.
The second threat was allegedly made by the Malyidas, Adem Lala. Myzyraj reported
the threat to the police and filed a complaintt® Tirana Prosecutor on 6 April. The
Association of Professional Journalists and UnibAlbanian Journalists condemned these
threats and offered the journalist their suppohnie Delegation of Albania to the OSCE
confirmed that orY April the Tirana Prosecutor’s Office filed a criminahgalaint following
the case submitted by the journalist, which isenity being verified by the Prosecutor’s
Office to determine further procedures pursuanhéoprovisions of domestic criminal law.
The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sb#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

It has been widely reported that fravtarch to May in Belarus, more than 100 journalists
and bloggers have been intimidated and harasseddwmrprofessional work. Many media
workers experienced short-term detentions whileedog and/or attempting to cover public
protests throughout the country in March, and sbhewe been fined or placed under
administrative imprisonment. Reportedly, there ha@en several instances in which law
enforcement representatives have used force agaamgiurnalists. There have been at least
20 cases in which freelance journalists were dethimarned, received fines or are awaiting
trial for working with foreign media without accriéation.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on theisit of journalists in the country.
For reference, please detp://www.osce.org/fom/8053&nd
http://www.osce.org/fom/150011

FromMarch to May a number of threats were reported against jowgtsaln Serbia
including Nedim Sejdinoyj President of the Independent Journalists' Assoniaf
Vojvodina (NDNV), Dinko Gruhonfi, Programme Editor at NDNV, Jovana Gligorijevic,
Vremeweekly journalist, and Vlado Madzoski, journahstim Zajecar. Some of these cases
were reported to the police by using mechanisnteefigreement on cooperation and
measures for increasing the safety of journalists.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sk#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

In Azerbaijan orlO0 March changes were introduced to the Law on Information,
Informatization and Protection of Information, eéhe Law on Telecommunication,
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reportedly allowing the Ministry for Transportaticdommunications and New Technologies
to monitor online content and request the websitees and its hosting provider to remove
information that glorifies terrorism and/or extresmi, justifies suicide, provides advice on the
making of firearms and illegal drugs, divulges stsécrets, promotes gambling, or is found
to be pornographic, libelous, slanderous, or iging on privacy. If the requested
information is not removed within eight hours, atioo to block the website is filed with the
court, which shall review the case within five daj/ee amendments also vest the Ministry
with the power to temporarily block websites pemgdine court decision, as well as to
introduce a registry of website containing proladitnformation which providers would be
obliged to block.

The RFOM has previously made statements regardimips state regulation of the internet.
For reference, please deip://www.osce.org/fom/109885

In Italy, on12 March, television journalist Luca Abete and his crew evphysically attacked
in Caserta by unknown assailants while filming @oré on the sale of counterfeit items.
The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sktp://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 13 March it was reported that the Office of the Prosec@eneral in Kyrgyzstan filed a
lawsuit against ProMedia Foundation, the foundefasfoza.kg, with damages totalling three
million KGS (40,262 EUR) and against Naryn Idinédwyp), a journalist with Zanoza.kg,
claiming damages of three million KGS (40,262 EUR)e charges are based on an article
published in October 2015. Q4 March the accounts of the above-mentioned outlets were
frozen by a court decision. It was also reported #flat belonging to Naryn Idinov was
seized as collateral.

The issue of disproportionately high damages iil defamation cases involving a public
figure has been repeatedly raised by the RFOM,anyn®SCE participating States,
including in Kyrgyzstan. For reference, pleaselgge//www.osce.org/fom/210251

In Serbia, orl4 March, freelance journalist Stefan Cvetkéwas sentenced by the Basic
Court in VrSac to two years and three months iagoriand a fine of 2,150,000 million dinars
(approximately 17,300 EUR) following a law suiefil by three local politicians on charges
of “insult, unauthorized publication and presemtatf someone’s writings, portraits, and
recordings.” The Independent Association of Jousteabf Serbia (NUNS) and the
Independent Journalists’ Association of VojvodiNdb(NV) expressed their concern about
the verdict. On 11 April, High Court in Pancevo alhed the verdicts in all cases against the
journalist.

The RFOM has repeatedly called on States to detaiise defamation and insult and
released a comparative study “Defamation and Insuwits in the OSCE Region”. For
reference, please sb#p://www.osce.org/fom/303176

In Canada, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled2@iMarch that VICE News reporter Ben
Makuch must hand all communications between himamntEIS fighter over to the police.
The RFOM has previously urged states to safegimrg@rotection of journalists’ sources.
For reference, please detp://www.osce.org/fom/173311

On 26 March at least 15 international and local journalistsewveportedly detained while
covering protests in different cities in the Ruedi@deration, including Moscow and Saint
Petersburg. Some journalists were also reportéabatened by police and some were
reportedly attacked by police in Saint Petersbud)Retrozavodsk.
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The RFOM has made repeated calls to ensure thatglists are allowed to report on issues
of public interest including demonstrations.

On 28 March Sergei Khazov-Kassia and Andrey Kostyanov, joustelvith Radio Svoboda
(RFE/RL), were reportedly attacked and beaten gsoap of unidentified people in
Kropotkin in the Krasnodar region of the Russiaddtation. The assailants seized personal
belongings and the journalists’ equipment, sometath was later returned. Kostyanov was
hospitalized with a broken rib, while Khazov-Kassaeived minor injuries. The journalists
were planning to cover the farmers’ protest. Pdtiaee, reportedly, begun an investigation
into the case.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sb#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 28 March the Russian President signed a law on onlineréperting from open trials on
television, radio and the internet which will or@lfow broadcasts with judicial permission
and location specification. Although journalistdlwontinue to be allowed to carry out audio
and text recordings during open trials, the lawasgs a full ban on broadcasts of
preliminary hearings ahead of trials.

The RFOM has previously addressed this issue.dferance, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/98139

On 28 March, the Russian President signed a law prohibitimglasirable” foreign or
international non-governmental organizations (NGi@sh creating legal entities in the
country.

The RFOM has previously expressed concern abouggidation. For reference, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/159081

On 29 March Cassandra Vera, a 21year old student was convittggdain for ‘glorifying
terrorism’ and ‘humiliating victims’, and given ae year suspended sentence and seven
years of exclusion from publicly funded employmtanta 2013 tweet about the 1973
assassination of Prime Minister Luis Carrero Blafdte sentence has led to a debate in
Spain regarding this legislation and the restridid places on freedom of expression.
The RFOM has issued a Communiqué on free expreasidthe fight against terrorism.
http://www.osce.org/fom/261951

On 30 March the parliament of Moldova adopted a set of amemdsn® the Audiovisual
Code which were originally approved in the firsadeng in July 2016. Reportedly,
lawmakers dropped the restrictive provisions bagiiroadcasts or rebroadcasts of certain
content that originates from states that are nerttembers of the European Union, nor
parties to the European Convention on Transfrofitevision.

The RFOM has previously made statements on thie i$%or reference, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/253346

On 31 March in Belarus police searched the two offices of is&esatellite TV channel in
Minsk, seized equipment and detained cameramarsatek Lyubenchuk.

In the Netherlands iearly April , the Senate began deliberations on the draft Law o
Intelligence and Security Services, following itkoation by the Second Chamber in
February 2017. The draft legislation would resalailack of protection against mass
surveillance between journalists and their souresumber of organizations, including the
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National Union of Journalists (NVJ), have voicedittconcern that the draft law should be
adapted to respect the right of journalists togubtheir sources.

The RFOM previously expressed concern about thslémn in a letter to the Minister of
the Interior and Parliament. For reference, plesasethe Report to the Permanent Council
http://www.osce.org/fom/30395@ he letter is now part of Senate deliberations.

In early April the Office noted that the French Attorney-Genbed initiated investigations
into a number of death threats received by magdxeral journalists from Mediapart, the
Journal du Dimanche and the Canard Enchainé.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sktp://bit.ly/2nga3E9

In April , Loes Reijmer, a Dutch journalist at the daily spapeDe Volkskrantwas

targeted with verbal sexual abuse, including hutslad explicit rape threats, on the popular
websiteGeenStij] after she criticized its ‘mysogynistic’ contefitie incident has been
condemned by the Dutch Journalists’ Associatioaraattempt to silence female journalists.
In an open letter, more than one hundred womeningik media and entertainment,
supported by two government ministers, have calledhajor companies to stop advertising
on GeenStijland its affiliated video bloBumpert

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists
http://bit.ly/2nga3E%nd especially on countering online abuse of ferjamirnalists
http://www.osce.org/fom/193556

In Turkey onl April, the Istanbul 25th Heavy Penal Court ruled thain®drisoned

journalists should be released. A few hours laker ruling was overturned and new detention
warrants have been issued for 13 of the journali$ie other eight journalists remain in
prison following a successful appeal by prosecuthMaost of the journalists are former
employees of théamanmedia group. If convicted, they face up to 10 gdar various

articles and tweets.

The total number of journalists who have been isgred for their work remains close to
200 in Turkey, with the overwhelming majority imponed following the coup attempt of
July 2016. According to their lawyers, several sted journalists are kept in isolation with
very limited time outside their cells, with few comnication possibilities and many of them
lack medical treatment. International human rigittganizations and members of Parliament
have consistently raised concern regarding thar@uf journalists in prison.

The RFOM has repeatedly called for the immedidtsase of all journalists imprisoned for
their work throughout the OSCE region, and forftirdamental reform of laws that allow
imprisonment for journalistic work.

On2 April, Sisak Gabrielian, the correspondent for RFE/Rrisienian service was
reportedly attacked while covering parliamentagcgbns in Yerevan, after having identified
voting irregularities at a polling station, andfeuéd a minor injury. Reportedly, the
Prosecutor General’'s Office has been aware abeuhtident and instructed the police to
investigate it. On 14 May, the journalist was reedly verbally abused and assaulted while
covering the municipal elections in Yerevan.

On4 April, the indictment was issued against 21 personkidimg 19 employees of the
daily Cumhuriyetin Turkey. According to the indictment, the jouisis are accused of
aiding an illegal organization through their aggland tweets. The majority of the
Cumbhuriyet staff, including journalists and manageafrthe newspaper, have been in prison
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since November or December 2016 awaiting indictim&mtong the accused are journalists
AhmetSik, Kadri Gursel and Can Dundar, with whom the €ffhas closely worked for
several years.

On6 April, a group of people in the Former Yugoslav ReputifiiMacedonia attempted to
physically assault Bozhidar Barlakoski, a jourrtdtiem Plus Infoweb portal. After covering

a session of Parliament, Barlakoski was on his maye when he was attacked by the group
near the Soravia shopping mall. He managed to edmapaxi and reported the incident to
the police.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sktp://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 10 April, it was reported that the investigative Greekpalist and publisher of
DocumentpKostas Vaxevanis, was briefly detained, aftervife of the Governor of the
Bank of Greece filed a lawsuit against the joustdbr libel, calling for his immediate arrest.
The journalist, who voluntarily went to the poliseas released later that day, pending
investigation.

The RFOM has previously supported the decriminiabpeof defamation and insult law in
the OSCE region. For reference, pleasehsge//www.osce.org/fom/303176

On 11 April, Turkish police detained Italian journalist anccdmentary filmmaker Gabriele
Del Grande in the southeastern province of Hatdg.was released and deported on 24
April.

On11 April a car belonging to Ruslan Solovyev, contributonéaspapeGorod Nikopol
was set on fire in Nikopol in the Dnipropetrovskast in Ukraine. According to the
journalist, the attack could be linked to his pssienal activity. Police have reportedly
opened an investigation.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sb#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

In Turkey on12 April, all 13 defendants accused in the six-year-loiadyaf ODA TV were
acquitted by the Istanbul 18th Heavy Penal Court.

On 13 April RussiarNovaya Gazetessued a statement saying it feared for the safieitg
reporters after Adam Shahidov, an advisor to thecGén President, along with Muslim
preachers accused the newspaper of defamatiorheeateéned retaliation at a large gathering
in a mosque in Grozny. At the beginning of AprilZGhe newspaper published investigative
articles reporting persecution of men suspectdwafosexual acts.

The RFOM has previously highlighted incidents imiad journalists working in the

Chechen Republic and threats by the authoritieatdwedia workers. For reference, please
seehttp://www.osce.org/fom/226776

On 14 April it was reported that in Uzbekistan free-lancenalist Aleksey Volosevich was
detained while taking photographs in Gazli town hetll in custody for 18 hours at a police
precinct. After 18 hours of interrogations he walgased.

The RFOM has repeatedly raised similar cases @ntien of journalists while performing
professional duties. For reference, pleasehiipe//www.osce.org/fom/273691
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On 18 April, TV Valjevo Pluhief Editor Predrag Lukiand cameraman Vasilije Ristovi
were assaulted by a group of people, reporteddyder to prevent them from filming the
area. One assailant took and disabled the cambeacdse has been reported to the police
and condemned by the Journalists Association dii&€UNS) and Independent Association
of Journalists of Serbia (NUNS).

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sk#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

In Croatia onl8 April, SiniSa Vickov, journalist from Radio Bravas beaten by two security
guards in front of the Spit-Dalmatia County assgmBtcording to the reports, the journalist
was trying to enter the building where the assemlaly held, when he was attacked despite
identifying himself as a journalist. Vickov was Ipialized with head injuries and two
broken ribs. The Croatian Journalists’ Associattbe, Sport Journalists of HND and FIJET
condemned this attack.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sb#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 19 April in the Russian Federation Nikolay Andruschenkorralist and co-founder of
Noviy Peterburghnewspaper, died in hospital after being brutattgicked in March 2017 in
Saint Petersburg. He suffered a number of seriguses to his head and never recovered
after being placed in a medically-induced coma. jblienalist was well-known for his
investigative reporting.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sb#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 21 April the Russian State Duma adopted amendments tagheeSon Information,
Information Technologies and Protection of Inforimatthat introduce regulations on foreign
and national online cinemas which includes stesponsibilities for the owners of
audiovisual services, limits foreign participationthe ownership or control of an audiovisual
service to 20 percent, prohibits disseminationestain content such as election campaign
material, “extremist material”, “propaganda of pography”, “cult of violence”, and obscene
words, obliges the owners of the audiovisual ses/to abide by the Russian rules on age
ratings for audiovisual products and generallydwlother laws such as the statute on the
Mass Media (which, among other provisions, prokib&broadcasting TV channels and
programmes that have not been registered as maba mélets in Russia). The RFOM
earlier addressed changes to legislation on fongigdia ownership requirements in Russia.
For reference, please detp://www.osce.org/fom/124143

The RFOM criticized imprecise wording of anti-extriem legislation in Russia which
resulted in individuals not knowing whether thaitians are legal. For reference, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/120175

The RFOM deplored the excessive obligations egpliion online services by amendments
to the same law. For reference, pleasehsige//www.osce.org/fom/117950

On 24 April, reportedly 10 masked people entered the offi€tiseoGreek daily publication
Kathimeriniaround midnight, throwing paint on the walls apdesding flyers containing
threats against journalists. The Athens Union ofdalists expressed its support to all
employees of the newspaper, and all political partiondemned the attack.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sk#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9
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In the Russian Federati@m 26 April, llya Varlamov, well-known photo blogger and
contributor to Echo Moskvy, was attacked by unkn@sgailants with green paint and iodine
at the airport in Stavropol. Later that day therpalist was, once again, attacked in a similar
manner.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sb#p://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 27 April in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, dgithe attack on the
Parliament, at least two journalists were injurad many others threatened. Meta News
Agency journalist Dimitar Tanurov had his phoneaiakwas beaten, and verbally assaulted
by protesters while taking pictures of the attddikola Ordevski, cameraman with the
Makfaxnews agency was also physically attacked, sustagnhead injuryTV Telmacrew
members, Radio Free Europe journalist Zorana Galkzo8pasovska, athadolu
cameraman Vedat Abdul are among those journalifest to assault or threat during the
event.

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sktp://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 27 April, the Turkish authorities did not renew the presseditation of GermaBtern
magazine journalist Raphael Geiger due to his etlgginsulting remarks about the
President. Geiger has worked in Istanbul since 20itbmoved to Athens following the
incident.

On 29 April in Serbia, it was reported that Dzeljaj Behljutjne of the owners afV Spektri
was verbally threatened in Bujanovac by PresidétiieAssembly of Bujanovac, Jonuz
Musliju and his two sons. Musliju was allegedly appy with the critical reporting bV
Spektri

The RFOM has made a number of statements on thariamze of safety of journalists. For
reference, please sktp://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 29 April, Turkish authorities decreed that the politicabamneY trtyi and the regional
newspapeWan/pekyolu Habebe closed.

On 29 April an Ankara court ordered the ban of Wikipedia imk€y, based on Law 5651.
The RFOM has previously called for the fundamergtdrm of Law 5651, also known as the
Internet Law of Turkey, and offered assistanceudk@&y to bring the law in line with
international standards on online freedom of exoeshttp://www.osce.org/fom/233926

On2 May, a Turkish court ruled to release imprisoned jalish and law student Agnur
Parildak. She was arrested again that eveningwrcharges related to her work as a
journalist. Parildak is a former reporter from thesedZamandaily, and has been in prison
since August 2016.

In Azerbaijan or2 May Aziz Orudjev, Head of internet TV chann&nal 13 was
reportedly arrested and sentenced to 30 days iomrient for disobeying police in Baku.

On 2 May the editorial office of newspaper Svetlovodsk Wenmiy was shot at in
Svetlovodsk in the Kirovograd oblast in Ukraine. iNjuries have been reported, but the
journalists have linked the attack to the scopheir professional activities. Police have
reportedly opened an investigation.
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On 2 May, the 1st Penal Court of Peace in Ankara in Turkésd to block access to several
hundred social media accounts.

On 3 May the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme CouttheKyrgyz Republic
accepted a motion to render Art. 1 and Art. 4 eflithw on Guarantees to Activities of the
President unconstitutional. Art. 4 stipulates that Prosecutor-General is responsible for
protection of reputation of the President.

In the Netherlands o8 May, the Dutch Journalists’ Association published ey showing
an increase in threats against journalists in te#hé&flands. The survey indicated that more
than 60% of Dutch journalists experienced harasgnttemeats and/or intimidation during the
course of the last year.

On4 May, media reported the expulsion of Julia Halaseparter from news website

444 .hy from a public event in Budapest, Hungary hosteé&idesz, the country’s governing
party. An attendee of the event reportedly tookjdlienalist's phone, and verbally and
physically assaulted her, pulling her down a flighstairs. Fidesz denies the journalist’s
claims, stating that the journalist failed to coynpith the event’s press guidelines.

On numerous occasions, the RFOM emphasized thensiiity of the authorities to ensure
free and safe working conditions for journalistsexng public events.

On9 May, the European Broadcasting Union sent a lettédré@uthorities of Bosnia and
Herzegovina expressing their concern that theeSsadt risk to become the only European
country without a national service broadcaster.

In May 2016, the RFOM called on the authorities Hralsteering boards of the public
broadcasters to act immediately to ensure therfidlementation of relevant laws, and
prevent a total shut down of the public broadcasgter reference, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/243951

On 9 May the Office noted that in the United States Pullkevs Service journalist Dan
Heyman was arrested by police at the West Virgstade capitol in Charleston after having
attempted to ask Health and Human Services SegiBtan Price a question concerning
draft legislation on the country’s health care egstHeyman was reportedly pulled aside,
handcuffed, arrested and jailed on the charge idivdisruption of state government
processes. He was later released on a $5,000 bail.

The RFOM has repeatedly condemned the arrest goismnment of journalists for
exercising their profession. For reference, plezshttp://www.osce.org/fom/27832&nd
http://www.osce.org/fom/247701

On 10 May in Ireland, police reportedly dropped a prosecutigainst the British comedian
Stephen Fry after a formal complaint was made atjaim in relation to comments he made
in a television interview in 2015. The prosecuti@d been brought under the Defamation
Act 2009 and Ireland’s constitution which crimirsaiblasphemy.

The RFOM previously welcomed the decriminalisatdiblasphemy in Iceland and Norway.
For reference, please dei#p://www.osce.org/fom/169916

On 10 May Gabriele Carchidi, Editor-in-Chief of the onlinewspaperacchite.conwas
convicted and sentenced by a court in Cosenzagialabrian region of southern ltaly, to a
total of 30 months in prison following foseparateases of libel against the journalist. The
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most recent conviction is the result of a lawsuiitiated by the mayor of Cosenza regarding
references the journalist made to the mayor onbi&aate The other convictions also relate to
reports made by the journalist concerning the bielawf senior Carabinieri officers, the
mayor and a magistrate of Cosenza. Carchidi iatlyr awaiting the result of his appeal
with regard to the four cases.

On 10 May, the Prime Minister of Malta announced his intentioffile a libel lawsuit
against journalist Matthew Caruana Galizia.

The RFOM has previously urged politicians to enduregher threshold of criticism and
scrutiny regarding their public work. For referenplkease see
http://www.osce.org/fom/299941

In Ukraine onl0 May the Lviv Oblast Prosecutor’s Office reported thatniversity student
received a 2.5-year suspended sentence for pgdimtgs and other material with communist
symbols on his Facebook page. The student wasraeat@inder the law criminalizing public
denial of the activities of the communist regime &anning all related symbols, with the
exception of limited educational or scientific pases.

The RFOM has previously addressed the issue. Fererece, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/158581

On 11 May in Tajikistan, Mijgona Halimova, a journalist wizodagon news agency, who
previously worked with the now closed Najot newsgapvas fined by the court on charges
of failing to report a criminal act. Halimova waslered to pay 25,000 TJS (2,690 EUR).
The RFOM has previously raised the issue of impwsivf disproportionate fines on
journalists. For reference, please kép://www.osce.org/fom/210254nd
http://www.osce.org/fom/91937

On 12 May President Atambaev of Kyrgyzstan suggested tleaPthhsecutor-General
withdraw charges against radio Azattyk.

On12 May a court in Baku ordered the blocking of the wedssdf newspaper Azadliq, the
Azerbaijan service of RFE/RL and the internet resetnosting foreign-based online
platformsAzerbaycan SagtMeydan TVandTuran TV Reportedly, the decision followed a
lawsuit filed by the Ministry for Transportationp@munications and High Technologies, “in
view of creation of threats to the interests ofdtee and society protected by the law” in late
April 2017.

The RFOM has previously made statements regardimipas state regulation of the internet.
For reference, please dei#p://www.osce.org/fom/109885

On12 May in Turkey police detained gz Guven, the Chief Online Editor of the daily
Cumbhuriyet. Oril5 May the journalist was formally arrested on terrorigmarges for a tweet,
the wording of which the court deemed controverdibke tweet was deleted 55 seconds after
it was posted.

On 12 May the Moldovan border service reportedly deniedyetatrDmitriy Yermolayev,
Chief Editor of newspapdRossiiskiye Vestand Latvian journalist Andrey Tatarchuk at
Chisinau airport. The RFOM issued a Communiquéenial of entry of journalists from one
OSCE participating State to anothettp://www.osce.org/fom/117092
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On 12 May, a Croatian journalist from online por@234.rh Mladen Mirkovt, was attacked
by the Mayor of PoZega, Vedran Nefekovihe media reported that Neferéywhysically

and verbally assaulted the journalist, threatetingll him and all034.rhstaff. Mirkovic

was hospitalized following the encounter. The &ttaas reported to the police and
condemned by the Prime Minister of Croatia AndiepRovi, the Croatian Journalists'
Association (CJA), and local branch of the SDPyadin13 May, the journalist reported
another phone threat to police. The CJA welcomedjthck response of police which
resulted in the detention of a possible suspect.

The issue of safety of journalists is a top pnofdr the RFOM and has been raised multiple
times. For reference, please séip://bit.ly/2nga3E9

In Kazakhstan od4 May, it was widely reported that Ramadan Esergepaaifictan of the
media support NGO "Journalists in Need", was agdckustaining a knife wound, while
boarding a train to meet with the Ambassador dflainia and international experts
regarding the case of detained journalist Zhanbdknhay. The investigation under Art. 24
(planning a crime and attempting a crime) and 89t(murder) of the criminal code of
Kazakhstan was initiated by the department of nakaffairs.

The issue of safety of journalists is a top priofdr the RFOM and has been raised multiple
times. For reference, please séip://bit.ly/2nga3E9

On 15 May the Ukrainian President signed a decree exterttlimgcope of sanctions,
originally introduced in September 2015, to incls@®eral hundred companies and
individuals that pose a “threat to national inte&s&sr promote “terrorist activities”. The
decree orders the blocking of some Russian onéngces and social networking platforms
in Ukraine. The time period set for applicatiortlod sanction is three years. New sanctions
have also been imposed on a number of Russiandiele\xcompanies and at least 10 media
workers.

The RFOM has previously addressed this issue.dferance, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/182661

On 15 May it was reported that Swedish investigative crieyorter Hakan Slagbrand was
assaulted in his home by an unknown man earlyamrtarning, sustaining injuries to his
face. Slagbrand has previously had a firebomb thrathis car.

In the United States dI'8 May, the Chairman of the Federal Communications Cormsions
(FCC), Ajit Pai, published a Notice of Proposeddtohking which indicates that the
commission will consider a proposal, “Restoringenet Freedom”, which would remove net
neutrality protections adopted by the previous adstriation, at its open meeting. The
proposal would transform the position of internetyiders from “common carriers” to
“information services” and thus remove the FCC’spis of oversight needed to enforce net
neutrality.

The RFOM has previously commended the existingsrpteserving an open internet and has
commissioned an analysis on net neutrality rulesré&ference, please see
http://www.osce.org/fom/14306&ndhttp://www.osce.org/fom/119822
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Projects and activities since the last report

Legal reviews

On 23 March at the request of Minister of Justice H.E. Owemiidoi and as a follow-up to
the detailed legal review prepared by the Offic&dviarch, the Office shared with the
authorities a short expert review on the latestratmeents to the Media and Defamation Bill
of Malta. The review welcomed several changesealtiaft law, and highlighted those
elements that need further improvement.

On 19 May the Office presented to authorities a legal revaéw draft law On Amendments
and Addenda to Some Legal Acts of the Republic afdkhstan on Issues of Information
and Communications. The review was carried outyQffice at the request of civil society
and journalists’ organizations and analysed amentsrelevant for freedom of the media
and right to access information from the perspeativinternational treaties, the Constitution
of Kazakhstan and OSCE commitments.

On 19 May the Office presented a legal review to the Germahorities. The review,
commissioned upon request of civil society andnalists’ organisations, analysed the draft
law On Better Law Enforcement in Social NetworkkeTeview welcomed several changes
in the draft law but also recommended a numberedsawhere further improvement is
needed.

Office participation in events

On 16 March the Office gave a presentation on propagandaraeddm of the media for the
faculty and students from and organized by the SlobioJournalism and Information of the
University of Warsaw.

On 23 March the Office spoke at the Euronest Parliamentareaddy Political Affairs
Committee inBrusselsupon request by the European Parliament on the iskfreedom of
the media in the EU and in the Euronest countries.

On 28 March the Office spoke at UNESCO informational meetingBaris “on a review of
developments in the situation in the AutonomousuRép of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol
(Ukraine),” at the invitation of Director Generainla Bokova.

On29-31 March, the Office attended and spoke at a panel on ‘fiees” at the sixth
instalment of RightsCon, the world’s leading eventhe future of the Internet, hosted by
AccessNow irBrussels

On 31 March the Office participated in discussionskharkiv on ways to improve
journalists’ professional standards and safetyaaisgd the “Two Countries — One Profession:
A dialogue between journalists from Russia and Wie'aproject, supported by the Office of
the RFOM since May 2014. The event was organizeithdyNational Union of Journalists of
Ukraine.

51



On 3-7 April the Office participated as a judge at the 10tarhwtional Round of the Monroe
E. Price Media Law Moot Court Competition, organizsy Programme in Comparative
Media Law and Policy Centre for Socio-Legal Studiethe University oOxford .

On 20 - 21 April the Office gave a keynote address at the annugress of the National
Union of Journalists of Ukraine, Kyiv followed by a panel discussion on safety of
journalists.

On 24 April the Office spoke at expert meeting on the EU sinlgital market and its
challenges hosted by the Centre for World Cinem&idital Culture of the University of
Leeds

On 25 April, the Office participated in regional consultatiovith relevant stakeholders of
the UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human IRggon “Defining the OHCHR’s
Strategic Direction for 2018 iBrussels

On 27 April the Office gave a presentation at the AmbassadiboMA. Wolf Media and
Diplomacy Seminar, "The Marshall Plan and the Yeeyifior Transformative Visions" in
Vienna. Participants discussed challenges to media fraedanodern diplomacy. The event
was organized by the Austrian American Foundatio® Annenberg School for
Communication at the University of Pennsylvani&, Bhplomatic Academy of Vienna and
the Austrian Marshall Foundation.

On 27 - 28 April the Office gave a presentation at the internatisciaolarly
conference,“Agents of Power in The TransformatibMedia Systems”, organized by Inter
University Center ilDubrovnik . The conference focused on the numerous factdrisdé¢he
significant changes to the media landscapes ipé¢hed after the fall of communism.

On 2-4 May the Office spoke at a session on the impact fakesrand social media filters
have on the role of journalism in society at theBRBCO celebration of World Press Freedom
Day 2017 inJakarta organized by Article 19 and Reporters Without Bwsd The Office

also participated as a speaker at a pre-evenbses€iverview of Regional Mechanisms and
Possible Models and mandate for a Special MechamiS$outheast Asia: Views from

Special Rapporteurs and Human Rights bodies” amnational and regional models of
promotion and protection of Freedom of Expression.

On 8 May the Office spoke at a panel discussion followimg €iné-ONU screening of
Tickling Giantsin Vienna to mark the World Press Freedom Day.

On10-12 Maythe Office travelled t@ashkentto meet with government counterparts ahead
of the 19th Central Asia Media Conference.

On 12 May the Office participated in a panel debate at thrderence, "Information and
public debate in 21st century consolidated demaesatessons from Italy - which issues and
which reforms?” at the Senate of the Italian RejgublRome

On 13 May, the Office gave a presentation at the conferé&Rebuilding Trust: Interaction,
Dialogue, Crisis Management” hosted by the Liecétigin Institute on Self-Determination at
Princeton University and the Austrian Chairmanshigienna, speaking at working session
lll on “Information Warfare: Fake News, Real Prabi.
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On 16-18 Maythe Office participated at tt&tockholm Internet Forum organized by Sida,
speaking at the session “Gender-based Violencen@rikvelling the discussion”.

On 18 May the Office participated in the 45th European Blatf of Regulatory Authorities’
Meeting inEdinburgh, speaking at the plenary session on “News in tiggd) Age” on the
issue of “fake news”.

On 18 May the Office moderated a panel on security implaraiof fake news and
propaganda at the OSCE Security DayBriague hosted by the OSCE Secretary General.

Conferences
South Caucasus Media Conference

On10-11 Maythe Office held the 14th South Caucasus Media €ente irlbilisi for
more than 70 participants representing media, gonent, civil society and academia from
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia.

The main topic of the conference was “fake newsindormation and freedom of the media,
with sessions on challenges of disinformation ammgph@ganda, media freedom in the digital
age, approaches to counter disinformation and gapda, and latest media freedom
developments in the South Caucasus. Several itit@nahexperts travelled to the region to
share their experiences.

Participants adopted a set of recommendationsenltallenges to free media and freedom
of expression in the region and the best pracfmesnproving professionalism and media
freedom in the context of spreading “fake news$jrdbormation and propaganda.

Cyprus Dialogue

On 25 April, the Cyprus Dialogue, launched in March 2017, iooietd with an OSCE-led
meeting inNicosia Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot journalistsalissed ways to enhance
their co-operation, and adopted a joint Memoranafitdnderstanding. More than 30
journalists participated at the event, which wastéd on the premises of the United Nations
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in the m#tme of Nicosia. The journalists
were joined by two renowned experts from the Irddomal Federation of Journalists (IFJ)
and the Ethical Journalism Network.

In the Memorandum, published in Greek, Turkish Bndlish, the heads of three journalists’
unions agree to mutual co-operation and solidarityssues of journalists’ safety, access to
information and adherence to professional standards

During the meeting participants also discussetessucluding ethics, good governance and
self-regulation in their work.
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Planned activities for the next reporting period
Office participation in events

On 22 May the Office will speak at the Eighth Central Aslaternet Development Forum in
Almaty.

On11-20 Junethe Office will organize a media production worgphnVienna for a group

of young journalists from Ukraine and Russia, thgetwvith the Russian Union of Journalists
and the National Union of Journalists of UkrainbeTactivity is as part of an on-going
dialogue between the media communities of the twumtries initiated by the Office in 2014.

On12-13 Junethe Office will host a side event on online safetyemale journalists during
the Gender Equality Review Conference&/ienna.

On13-14 Junethe Office will participate in the conference “Iatal Public Service
Broadcasting in Bosnia and Herzegovina” organize8HRT and BH Journalists in co-
operation with the European Broadcasting Unionjd@féf the OSCE Representative of
Freedom of the Media, Council of Europe, Europeaahefation of Journalists and South
Eastern European Media OrganizatiorSarajevo

On14-18 Julythe Office, together with the OSCE Mission to $&r8HARE Foundation
and the Embassy of the Netherlands in Belgradeonginize, a “Digital-born Media
Carnival” on digital news media and freedom of eggion in the digital environment in
Kotor, Montenegro.

Conferences

On 19-20 Junethe Office will host a conference “Media FreedanVolatile Environments”

in Vienna. The event will look at the multi-faceted waysahich journalism can contribute
to or help ease tensions during conflict. Expeiis| society members, government
authorities, journalists and human rights advocaiégather to discuss innovative
initiatives taking place throughout the OSCE regdiuat have improved dialogue and access
to information during conflict.

On 3 July, together with the Foreign Ministry of the RepuldicLithuania and the
Lithuanian Journalists Union, the Office will h@stonference “Safety of Journalists — New
Challenges and Responsesitnius. The purpose of the conference is to review thieeot
situation and recent developments with a particidens on identifying the new challenges
relating to the safety of journalists in the OS@Hgion.

The conference will also serve as a platform te tsthck of the implementation of the
Vilnius Recommendations on Safety of Journalis@{9 and to provide input for a new
edition of theOSCE Guidebook on Safety of Journalisterder to better assist the OSCE
participating States in their efforts to ensureesabrking conditions for journalists in the
OSCE region.

In October the Office will organize the 19th Central Asia Nee€onference iTashkent
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OSCE participating State contributions

The governments of Germany, Luxembourg, Irelandedm, the Netherlands, Norway and
the United States and the United Kingdom generocmhgributed to the work of the Office
during this reporting period, through extra-budgetntributions and staff secondments.
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