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• About 66,000 km of main roads, of which 29,000 km carry most of

the regional and international traffic
• Most major roads run north–south reflecting orientation of trade with

Russia
• Few east–west main roads, several missing links
• Road and Rail connections are not well developed
• Rapidly increasing traffic levels and change in the types of vehicles

(40T trucks are now common)
• Deteriorating road network conditions
• Truck fleet is generally of poor quality – the majority of trucks were

part of the previous state transport fleets during the FSU, and do not
meet international transit standards (TIR)

• Most of the fleet is privately owned and operated, usually by sole
traders or by small and medium enterprises
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C en tra l As ian R ailw ays, 2003

R a ilw ays T o ta l R o u te
L en g th (km )

F re igh t tran sp ort
(m illio n ton -km )

P ass en g er
tran spo rt (m illion

passeng er-km )

N u m b er o f S ta ff
(‘000 )

L abo r
p ro du ctivity

(tkm + p km /s ta ff)
K azakhstan 14 ,648 147 ,700 10 ,686 176 ,800 1 ,254

K yrgyzstan 424 561 50 4 ,756 69

T ajik is tan 482 1 ,085 41 6 ,013 60

T urkm enis tan 2 ,554 7 ,476 1 ,127 15 ,932 159

U zbek is tan 3 ,993 18 ,887 2 ,065 42 ,449 429

T O T A L 22 ,101 175 ,709 13 ,969 182506 1 ,988

S ource : R a ilw ays in C en tra l A s ia, T urkm en is tan da ta for 2002 , T a jik is tan da ta fo r 2002 .
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Rail Indicators: Central Asian Republics and European Union
Members (2002)

Traffic density
Traffic units/route-km

(million)

Labor Productivity
Traffic units/employee

(000)
EU Railways* 3.67 650
Central Asian Railways 8.38 954
Kazakhstan 10.55 1,263
Kyrgyz Republic 1.02 88
Tajikistan 2.05 187
Turkmenistan 3.37 540
Uzbekistan 5.61 488
* - excluding UK
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Key Indicators of CAR Air Services (2004)

Aircraft
Departures

(Thousands)

Passengers
Carried

(Thousands)

Air Freight
Ton -Km
(millions)

Inbound
Tourists

(Thousands)

Outbound
Tourists

(Thousands)
Kazakhstan 20 1,010 21 2,410 2,374
Kyrgyz Republic 5 205 5 140 45
Tajikistan 7 413 7 4 3
Turkmenistan 25 1,412 14 NA NA
Uzbekistan 22 1,466 71 231 400
Source: 2005 World Development Indicators, World Bank 2005
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