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International efforts against proceeds of 
THB and associated money laundering

• Few international efforts specifically targeting 
proceeds of THB or associated money laundering

•Several discrete efforts which provide mechanisms to 
target the phenomenon at operational and strategic 
level:

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/6/65/Eurojust_logo.svg
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Europol: AWF Sustrans (ML) and AWF 
Phoenix (THB)

AWF – operational platform where personal data is 
stored and analyzed 

AWF – personal data – any identified or identifiable 
person

AWF Phoenix - Analysis in support of THB 
investigations – Recent example OP GOLF (JIT 
supported by Eurojust and Europol)

AWF Sustrans – Support of money laundering 
operations and horizontal financial analysis across all 
crime areas
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AWF Sustrans intelligence base

4

Multi Agency Interaction 
in the framework of 

Financial Intelligence sharing and analysis 

Suspicious Transaction 
Reports (STRs)

InvestigationsCash Transaction Reports 
(CTRs)
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ECAB, CARIN (ARINSA & RRAG)
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60 Members

Europol, Egmont Group, Eurojust, International Criminal Court (ICC), International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
Interpol, OLAF, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), World Bank

9 International Organisations:

49 Countries / Jurisdictions:

Albania, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Gibraltar, Greece, Guernsey, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Isle of 
Man, Israel, Italy, Jersey, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, 
Monaco, Montenegro, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States of America

http://idata.over-blog.com/0/51/46/84/ww-bloggers/israel-flag.gif
http://www.google.nl/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mapsofworld.com/images/world-countries-flags/south-africa-flag.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.mapsofworld.com/flags/south-africa-flag.html&h=265&w=390&sz=15&tbnid=5APrCpKtgwQfoM:&tbnh=84&tbnw=123&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsouth%2Bafrica%2Bflag&hl=nl&usg=__FUDM8WlksZqyZjgI47GHynhYkmo=&ei=kccDS6juMtifkQWVnsywAQ&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=7&ct=image&ved=0CCAQ9QEwBg
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Detecting the proceeds of THB

•THB  - Economic crime driven by profits with root causes in unequal wealth 
distribution

•Reputedly the third most profitable criminal business generating c. $32 billion p.a.

•Financial aspects currently underexploited (STR reporting not commensurate 
with estimated profits)

STRs survey - predicate offences as verified by FIUs
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Benefits derived from Financial 
Intelligence

Investigative 
Tool

Proactive 
Intelligence 

(ILP)

Reactive: 
Asset Tracing 
and Recovery
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Analysis of MSB transactions in THB 
case

Trafficking 

Money
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Operation Golf

•Roma community; trafficking minors for 
begging and benefit fraud 

•Use of cash couriers

•100 imposing new homes built, valued at 
about £20m. BMWs and Land Rovers with 
British number plates

•Asset recovery – illogical integration

http://www.ccarht.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/tandurei-house.jpg
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Operation Medway

•Case launched by STR (and huge 
persistence of FI!)

•Use of main stream banking system 
and cash front businesses (Chinese 
medicine stores)

•Unexplained wealth - claimed money 
(equivalent to 200 years' wages in 
China) in  accounts originated from 
China to finance the setting up of a 
restaurant .

•Three sentenced to a total of 20 and a 
half years.

•Assets valued at £750,000 in UK, 
Thailand and Norway confiscated

•Joint  benefit estimated at over £4 
million
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