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APT recommendations 
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• OSCE participating States are encouraged to initiate a dialogue with other OSCE 
participating States, which have already signed or ratified the OPCAT, in order to 
facilitate an exchange of information and best practices on the establishment and 
effective functioning of national visiting mechanisms; 

 
• OSCE participating States are also urged to initiate a dialogue on the OPCAT at the 

national level. These discussions should involve a wide range of relevant national actors, 
including representatives of civil society and any actors already engaged in the 
monitoring of places of detention;    

 
• The APT very much welcomes valuable exchanges of information about torture 

prevention measures, including the OPCAT, such as the past working sessions on the 
subject held at OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meetings. The OSCE-ODIHR 
is therefore encouraged to keep the issue of torture prevention on its agenda and facilitate 
further international exchanges of information and best practices in relation to such 
matters;  

 
• The OSCE-ODIHR is also strongly encouraged to organize or co-organize future side-

events at Human Dimension Implementation Meetings on the issue of the OPCAT in the 
context of torture prevention. The APT recalls its decision to co-sponsor such an event 
with the APT and the Governments of Denmark and Switzerland at the 2005 Human 
Dimension Implementation Meeting and urges it to do so again in future;    

 
• The OSCE-ODIHR could also play an important role facilitating dialogue at the country 

level. These activities would be particularly relevant in the light of the OSCE-ODIHR’s 
and OSCE field missions’ ongoing efforts to promote the monitoring of places of 
detention in certain OSCE participating States and its production of important 
information materials on the subject. The APT strongly encourages the OSCE-ODIHR to 
expand upon its invaluable activities in this respect and advance national discussions on 
the merits of the OPCAT as an instrument to prevent acts of torture and other forms of 
ill-treatment. It is relevant to note that OSCE-ODIHR and several OSCE field missions 
have already done so or are currently doing so in Kazakhstan, Montenegro, Moldova and 
Ukraine.  

 
• The aforementioned attempts to counter practices of torture and ill-treatment must take 

place in a climate of genuine political will both on the part of OSCE participating States 
and the political structures of the OSCE. In this latter respect there exists a clear 
necessity for the OSCE Chairman-in-Office and the Permanent Council to attach much 
greater importance to the need to prevent torture in the region and address the issue on a 
regular, consistent basis. Without genuine political will at this level, overall progress will 
be difficult. 

 
 
*** 
 
For further information about the issues raised in this submission please contact the APT’s 
Europe and Central Asia Programme Officer, Matthew Pringle (mpringle@apt.ch).   
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